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DATES settled for… 

Peter Cullen Lecture 

The Peter Cullen Lecture will be on Wednesday 7 November, in the evening in 

Canberra. Further details tba. Please save the date!  

Science to Policy Leadership Program graduation 
As previously announced, the 2018 Science to Policy Graduation Cocktail function will 

be on Thursday 8 November, and this year it will be at University House, in the 
grounds of The Australian National University, 5.30 – 8.30 pm. The guest speaker will 

be announced nearer the date.  

The 2018 Women in Water Leadership Program to be held in Canberra 
We are thrilled to announce our very first NATIONAL Women in Water Leadership 
Program, commencing in early 2019.  

Session 1: 18–22 February 2019,  

Session 2: 6–9 May 2019.  
Applications open on 26 July 2018, and close on 6 September. Successful 

applicants will be notified in mid-October. To find out more, see 
http://www.petercullentrust.org.au/women-in-water/  

 

Ozwater ’18:  Peter Cullen’s legacy – ten years on 
As many of you will be aware, March 14 this year marked the tenth 

anniversary of the passing of Professor Peter Cullen. Ten years is a 
very long time, yet it can also flash by faster than you think, 

particularly for those who knew, worked with, and loved Peter Cullen.  

Ten years provides an opportune moment to reflect on what has 

happened since – particularly for the Peter Cullen Water and 

Environment Trust as it enters into its ninth year of operations.  

To capture some of these reflections from those who knew Peter best, 

Programs Director, Kate MacMaster, undertook some qualitative 

research; and what emerged is a fascinating story of a 
man who not only had impact at the national policy level 

but was also warmly welcomed into the remotest of 
communities across Australia. A man who listened 

intently, who spoke in accessible ways, who translated 

complex issues into propositions for change, who enabled 
others, who never stopped learning himself. A man who 

led by his values of integrity and trust. A man who acted 
on the talk, who treated all equally. A man who has 

transformed the lives of people he had never even met. 

26 interviewees’ responses provide the basis for Kate’s 
paper which concludes by summarising what insights we can all apply in our working 

lives to continue the legacy of Professor Peter Cullen.  

The paper was presented at the AWA’s Ozwater National Water Conference in Brisbane 

in May. It can be downloaded in full from 

http://www.petercullentrust.org.au/2018/05/14/ozwater-2018-paper-peter-cullens-
legacy/  
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This month’s word from the Trust’s CEO, Tom 

Mollenkopf 

 

I was looking at the title of my regular feature and it struck me that 
some of you may be wishing I was more pedantic. You could then be 

spared my rants and rambles; and simply get a word from me. 

Maybe something simple (but obtuse) like ‘Llama.’ Or I could punish 
you with my Wikipedia favourite ‘Disambiguation.’ More practical 

however would be ‘Coffee!’ 

Yet there always seems to be something that needs to be said. In this 

case it is to make sure that no-one misses some of the important and exciting dates 

that are coming up: I am thrilled that we have locked in an outstanding speaker for the 
Peter Cullen Lecture to be given in Canberra on 7 November. (In best marketing style, 

the Trust will force readers to wait in anticipation for more details.) The Lecture will be 
followed by the Fellows Professional Development Day on the 8th and then the 2018 

Science to Policy Graduation that evening. Excited also that the national Women in 

Water Leadership Program has already received strong interest and dates have been 
fixed for early 2019 – Leith Boully will again lead the program. 

Towards the end of the month there has been a flurry of activity as applications arrive 

for the Science to Policy Program. Apologies to those of you who experienced email 
problems as we migrated to a new email platform. Hopefully a case of short term pain 

for long term gain. 

We now approach June. Before you start to worry about the drudgery of seeing your tax 

accountant, I invite you to think of the upside of the impending 30 June end of financial 

year. What better opportunity to do good and feel good than making a tax deductable 
donation to the Trust. If we are to keep the cost of programs at an accessible level, to 

expand our Fellows support, increase the scholarships that are available, or initiate 
those much-needed water policy conversations, we will need your assistance. Every 

donation, no matter how small, helps create ripples that grow the Trust’s impact. 

Details on how to donate are below. 

Talk of tax time reminds one of politics. And so, to the continuing series of (Groucho) 

Marxisms. Politics is the art of looking for trouble, finding it everywhere, diagnosing it 
incorrectly and applying the wrong remedies. I have no smart comeback to that. 

 

Tom Mollenkopf 

 

How to Donate to the Peter Cullen Trust 

Donations can be made to the Peter Cullen Water and Environment Trust as follows: 

  
1. Cheques:  mailed to The Peter Cullen Trust, Building 15, University of Canberra, Bruce, ACT, 2617 or  

 
2. Direct Deposit:  BSB - 06 2900    Account number - 1061 1559        Reference:  Donor’s name 

 If you do make a direct deposit, it would be appreciated if you could also 
email: office@petercullentrust.com.au with the details of your donation to ensure that a receipt can 
be mailed out for tax purposes. 
 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6845223
https://www.facebook.com/petercullentrust/
mailto:office@petercullentrust.com.au
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Updates from Programs Director, Kate MacMaster 
Update on the promotional video for the Peter Cullen Trust 
Much progress has been made on developing a short promotional video for the Trust – 

with three Fellows from across the country currently working with our filmmaker to 

share their leadership stories of change. These Fellows represent the diversity of people 
who come through our programs – rural-, remote- and urban-based, men and women 

from across cultures, representing a range of organisations working in the water space.  

The video will also use beautiful drone footage kindly donated by Paul Feikema and 

incredible stills donated by Tanya Doody, both Fellows of the Trust. We will be excited 

to launch the final video at the end of June.  

……………………… 

Promoting our Programs 
The Trust is thrilled and excited about the support it has been receiving from Fellows to 
promote our leadership programs out to a wider network. Recently Elisabetta Carrara 

and Paul Feikema from the Bureau of Meteorology, together with Kate MacMaster from 
the Trust, met more than 20 interested employees of the Bureau to promote the Trust’s 

programs and answer questions from interested individuals. Hearing from the Fellows 

themselves who have experienced our leadership programs is crucial to sharing how 
and why our programs are so effective (without giving too much away!).  

Queensland-based Fellows Matthew Fullerton and Kaye Cavanagh have also been 
busy in that state, as has Amber Clarke in Victoria, and we are sure there are 

numerous other state-based promotions taking place that we are not even aware of. 

Thanks to all our Fellows, Friends and colleagues who are helping us on this front. It’s 
the power of the network at play!  

……………………… 

Article in Nature on aspects of leadership  

I have undertaken a few interviews with the esteemed international science journal 

Nature about various aspects of leadership. The article is now published, and you can 
read from this link the part of the interview they chose to include. 

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-018-05156-3 or it is on the PCT website at 

http://www.petercullentrust.org.au/news/ 

……………………… 

Facebook page makeover 
Would you like to know more about our events, programs and key dates? Then follow 

us on our newly vamped-up Facebook page to ensure you aren’t missing out on seeing 

our thrilling FB posts!   

 

 
  

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6845223
https://www.facebook.com/petercullentrust/
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-018-05156-3r
http://www.petercullentrust.org.au/news/
https://www.facebook.com/petercullentrust/
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NEWS of Friends, Fellows and Sponsors 

FELLOWS’ AND FRIENDS’ NEWS  

Collaboration Corner, from Elissa McNamara 
 

Following a fantastic session on ‘Collaboration for Collective Impact’ with Janet Pritchard 

at the 2017 Fellows event in Canberra, and the article from Paul Frazier in the April 
edition of Bridging, I'm inspired…  

… to run a regular segment in Bridging to highlight collaborating Fellows and connect 

wannabe collaborators.  
 

Drop me a line if you'd like to mention your collaborative efforts or find some like-
minded Fellows. 

Back in October, I started a new role at Infrastructure Victoria. This gave me a chance 

to try and influence aspects of water policy that I haven't worked on much before, but I 
needed help. 
 

Under current governance arrangements in Victoria, the roles and responsibilities for 
policy, regulation and service delivery are distributed across various parts of 

government, agencies and water corporations. In addition, particular water sources are 
proscribed for particular uses or in certain circumstances. I'm investigating the case for 

governance reform in the water sector to optimise water supply security and other 

considerations for all water sources and uses, with a particular focus on: 

• More transparent and proactive system augmentation planning; and 
• Efficient use of all available water resources for improved economic, social and 

environmental outcomes. 
 

So far, this has been made far easier and more enjoyable thanks to the collaboration of 
several Victorian Fellows –  Elisa Hunter, Lara Werbeloff, Kirsten Shelley, Kristen Knight 

– and I'm looking to bring some more on board!  

Please contact me! Elissa McNamara, elissa.mcnamara@infrastructurevictoria.com.au, 

phone: 0419 877 768. 

……………………… 

Sydney “Lunch with a Leader” 

The PCT “Lunch with a Leader” Series consists of small gatherings that seek to connect 

and strengthen the Fellows and Friends of the Trust, elicit lively debate and provide 

food for thought (yes, pun intended). There will be another two lunches in Sydney and 
another two lunches in Melbourne during the remainder of 2018.  

 
The first PCT Sydney “Lunch with a Leader” was held on Wednesday 23 May at Fratelli 

Fresh, on the banks of the former Tank Stream (now downtown Sydney CBD).  

Professor Richard Kingsford led an engaging and thought-provoking conversation on 
water and the environment. Of particular note (it is at the heart of the PCT’s mission) 

were Richard’s efforts to communicate science more effectively. He commented that the 

median timeframe for peer reviewed papers to be published is 3 years and the shortest 
is 6 months, and that he had worked hard over many years to use mainstream media 

channels to provide timely, evidence-based insights into the state of environmental 
assets and to influence policy and on-ground investments. Indeed, Richard remarked 

that he treats communication as a profession in itself.    

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6845223
https://www.facebook.com/petercullentrust/
mailto:elissa.mcnamara@infrastructurevictoria.com.au
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Professor Richard Kingsford, engaged in conversation with PCT Fellows.  

………………………………… 

Dr Suzanne Long, the Director of Turn the Tide Pty Ltd, has been contracted as 

Program Director at the Reef and Rainforest Research Centre. Recently returned to 
Cairns, for the past ten years she has worked as a knowledge broker in the front line of 

Australian environmental science, policy and practice for many different organisations in 

many different parts of the country. Her expertise lies in increasing the rate at which 
science informs policy and practice, thereby improving long-term outcomes for 

Australian ecosystems and the communities and economies that depend upon them.  

Suzanne reports she is also now an Adjunct Research Fellow at James Cook University 
and a member of the Scientific Advisory Committee for the Wet Tropics Management 

Authority. And she is organising the Great Barrier Reef Restoration Symposium, which 
will be in Cairns in July (see below).  

………………………………… 

Melbourne “Lunch with a Leader” in regulatory theory: by Lara 
Werbeloff 
 

The first Melbourne PCT ‘Lunch with a Leader” for 2018 was held on Thursday 12 April. 
Our special guest was Professor Arie Freiberg. Emeritus Professor Freiberg is at 

Monash University and currently sits on the Interim Advisory Board of the Victorian 

Environment Protection Authority. Between 2004 and 2012, Arie was Dean of the 
Faculty Law at Monash University.  

His particular areas of expertise are sentencing, non-adversarial justice and regulation. 

In 2009 Professor Freiberg was made a Member of the Order of Australia for his service 
to law, particularly in the fields of criminology and reform related to sentencing, legal 

education and academic leadership.  

This lunch was the first in a series that is responding to requests for content experts to 

come and speak on various dimensions of water policy, planning and management. 

Given Professor Freiberg’s expertise in regulatory theory, our discussion focused on the 
challenges of regulating a shared and cross-boundary resource such as water.  

Discussion quickly turned to recent challenges in the Murray-Darling Basin, as lunch 
guests tried their collective hand at nutting out a solution.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6845223
https://www.facebook.com/petercullentrust/
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Left to right: Chris Arnott; Amber Clarke; Shirin Malekpour; Elisabetta Carrera; Elissa McNamara; 
Sandra Brizga; Lara Werbeloff; Prof Arie Freiberg; Amanda Stevens. 

 

It was an interesting and thought-provoking discussion, covering issues including 

principles for designing a robust yet responsive regulatory framework and the benefits 

of a multi-pronged compliance and enforcement approach.  

The next lunch event will be in Melbourne on Tuesday 26 June with the CEO of 

Infrastructure Victoria, Michel Masson, hosted by PCT Fellow Elissa McNamara. 

………………………………… 
 

Paul Feikema writes: Below is a book chapter I have authored and recently became 
aware had been published. Kind regards, Paul.  

Feikema, P.M., Wang, Q.J. Zhou, S. Shin, D., Robertson, D.E., Schepen, A., Lerat, J., 

Bennett, J.C., Tuteja, N.K. and Jayasuriya, D. 2017. Service and research on seasonal 
streamflow forecasting in Australia. In: Bridging Science and Policy Implication for 

Managing Climate Extremes. Jung, H-S and Wang, B. (Eds.) World Scientific Publishing 
Co. and APEC Climate Center. pp. 157-175. 

………………………………… 

Dr Stuart Blanch has a new role:: A Australian Forest and Woodland Conservation 
Policy Manager at WWF Australia. He was formerly the CEO at Hunter Wetlands.  

………………………………… 

Steve Morton writes: I am presently Chair of the Scientific Advisory Panel to the Lake 

Eyre Basin Ministerial Forum. Some of the recent activities outlined in the article below 

(see Articles) could be of interest to readers. The particular relevance is that Peter 
Cullen was the inaugural Chair of this Panel at the inception of the arrangements 20 

years ago. I served with him as a member of that first Panel, and in later years have 

returned as its Chair. Current members of the Panel are Angela Arthington, Justin 
Costelloe, Sue Jackson, Richard Kingsford and Tim Ransley. 

………………………………… 

PCT 2012 Fellows Scott Buchanan and Sandra Brizga attended the 25th Anniversary 

Celebration of the World Heritage Listing of Fraser Island on World Heritage Day 2018. 

The Butchulla Aboriginal Corporation (traditional owners) played a key role in the 
ceremony, which was held on K’gari (Fraser Island) and attended by the Queensland 

Minister for the Environment, Leanne Enoch and the Commonwealth Assistant Minister 
for the Environment, Melissa Price. Scott is the Executive Director of the Wet Tropics 

Management Authority and Sandra Brizga is a Member of the Fraser Island World 

Heritage Area Scientific Advisory, which she formerly chaired from 2008–2016. 

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6845223
https://www.facebook.com/petercullentrust/
https://www.facebook.com/wwfaustralia/?timeline_context_item_type=intro_card_work&timeline_context_item_source=554792356
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PCT Fellows Sandra Brizga and Scott Buchanan at the 25th Anniversary celebration of the World 

Heritage Listing of Fraser Island.  

………………………………… 

Dr Clare Taylor and colleagues, at the Northern Australia Environmental Resources 

hub of the National Environmental Science Programme (NESP) based at Charles Darwin 
University, continue to send out monthly editions of Northern Australian News Roundup, 

a collection of news items seen in the previous month relevant to northern Australia and 

its water, energy, biodiversity, invasive species, carbon, etc. To subscribe,  
http://nespnorthern.us5.list-

manage.com/subscribe?u=b1008ab4debad820836c2f1d7&id=c08a38197a. 
 

………………………………… 

Anne Poelina addresses IPCC-47 plenary 

Dr Anne Poelina was invited to address a plenary gathering of the 47th session of the 

IPCC, 13 – 16 March. See below for Anne’s article about it.  
 

………………………………… 

Inspiring new audiences… 

Dr Siwan Lovett, well known to almost all the Fellows, is very active in her enterprise, 
the Australian River Restoration Centre, which runs the Rivers of Carbon program, 

among other initiatives to communicate about water & environment. 

Her recent ARRC newsletter described their Feeling Fishy Field Day, and their Riparian 
Retreat, both in April near Canberra. PCT people involved included Professor Ian 

Rutherfurd, Professor Ross Thompson and Lori Gould.  

Siwan's newsletter also points readers to a video and blog post by Dr Heather 

McGinness (another PCT Fellow) about Australia's three Ibis species, at 

http://riversofcarbon.org.au/biodiversity/three-different-types-ibis-australia/ .   

On Friday 25 May, Siwan herself was an inspiring speaker at the extremely well-

attended Landcare forum in Yass, 'Join the Climate Conversation – Rural Communities 

making a difference', where she put forward her 10-point prospectus for hope.  

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6845223
https://www.facebook.com/petercullentrust/
http://nespnorthern.us5.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=b1008ab4debad820836c2f1d7&id=c08a38197a
http://nespnorthern.us5.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=b1008ab4debad820836c2f1d7&id=c08a38197a
http://riversofcarbon.org.au/biodiversity/three-different-types-ibis-australia/
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Dr Siwan Lovett inspiring over 200 participants at the Landcare Forum “Join the Climate 
Conversation” in Yass on May 25, NSW.  

………………………………… 

 

SPONSORS NEWS 

Professor Janine Deakin has been appointed as the new Director of the Institute 

for Applied Ecology at University of Canberra. She will take over the role, which 
is currently held by Professor Ross Thompson, in July. To ensure effective 
communication with Janine and/or Ross in this interim period, please direct 

emails to the iaedirector@canberra.edu.au 

………………………………… 

  

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6845223
https://www.facebook.com/petercullentrust/
mailto:iaedirector@canberra.edu.au
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Announcements and Events 

Great Barrier Reef Restoration Symposium, 16th-19th July 2018, 

Cairns 

Are you a climate change surrender-monkey, or can you help us help the Reef?  
Restoration practitioners, scientists, engineers, environmental managers, NGOs and 

industry partners will be presenting and discussing methods being trialled around the 
world to try to enable reef ecosystem adaptation as the global climate continues to 

rapidly change. We’re listening – bring it! Earlybirds are registering by 30 May: 

http://nesptropical.edu.au/index.php/news-events/events/gbr-restoration-symposium/  

……………………………………. 

CEWH flow down the Darling  

It’s been a dry start to the year in the northern Murray-Darling Basin with much of the 

Barwon-Darling river system under significant stress. 

In a joint effort by the Commonwealth and NSW Government, water for the 
environment will be released into the northern rivers from mid-April, specifically to 

connect river systems across the Northern Basin. 

“This is one of the first opportunities we’ve had to manage such a large-scale 

connection – from the top end of the Northern Basin through the Barwon-Darling and 

down to Wilcannia with the possibility of reaching the Menindee Lakes,” said 
Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder, Jody Swirepik. 

“Water for the environment is needed to maintain connection of northern rivers and the 
Barwon-Darling. Although our purpose is to improve river health, we do hope it will also 

relieve some of the pressure the community has been feeling.” 

Assistant Minister for the Environment Melissa Price welcomed the decision to use 
environmental water in the northern basin. "It will provide benefits to both the 

environment and communities," she said. 

 

To read more on connecting the northern rivers, go to 

http://www.environment.gov.au/water/cewo/publications/connecting-northern-rivers  

……………………………………. 

Australian Freshwater Sciences Society – Conference registration 

& abstract submission are now open!  

Professor Ross Thompson, on behalf of the committee, is excited to announce 
Adelaide will play host to the 58th annual congress of the Australian Freshwater 

Sciences Society (formerly the Australian Society for Limnology, ASL), September 23-
28, 2018. We look forward to discussing all things Freshwater in September, in the 

picturesque setting of Glenelg Beach! Don't miss the chance to be part of this fantastic 

conference. Register now.  

For posters, this year we are going to try a new format.  Posters must be in the form 

of graphical abstracts/virtual posters. A graphical abstract may consist of several 

formats including animation and audio. See  
http://afss2018.asnevents.com.au/abstract/ for more information.  

………………………………… 

 
  

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6845223
https://www.facebook.com/petercullentrust/
http://nesptropical.edu.au/index.php/news-events/events/gbr-restoration-symposium/
http://www.environment.gov.au/water/cewo/publications/connecting-northern-rivers
http://afss2018.asnevents.com.au/abstract/
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Articles  

Climate Change to Climate Chaos - Can there be a Climate Chance? 

By Dr Anne Poelina 

 
Dr Anne Poelina addressing the plenary audience at the 47th session of the IPCC in March. Photo by 

IISD/ENB | Mike Muzurakis 

 

The IPCC was established in 1988 by the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and 

the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) to assess, in a comprehensive, objective, open, 
and transparent manner, the scientific, technical, and socio-economic information 

relevant to understanding human-induced climate change, its potential impacts, and 

adaptation and mitigation options. The IPCC is an intergovernmental and scientific body 
with 195 member countries, and does not undertake new research or monitor climate-

related data. Instead, it conducts assessments of the state of climate change knowledge 
on the basis of published and peer-reviewed scientific and technical literature. 

On accepting the invitation, many questions came to my mind:"What would Peter Cullen 

think about Climate Chance, and was it spiralling into Climate Chaos, particularly in our 
country, Australia?". "Are we considering our nation's rivers in a time of great 

uncertainty and water scarcity"?  "Are we learning from the lessons of the Murray-

Darling Basin?"  "Can we prevent a disaster by understanding cumulative impacts to the 
Fitzroy River through water leadership and a collaborative water governance plan? 

I chose to share a conversation between the oldest rivers in the world, Le Meuse and 
the Mardoowarra, Fitzroy River.  Holding up two small jars which contained waters of 

these ancient rivers, to the audience, I recalled how four years earlier my Elders had 

asked me to begin a conversation with the Meuse.  

"When you return to France we want you to take some of the Mardoowarra, and 

travel and find the headwaters of the Meuse.  Once you find the Meuse you must 
say that we have sent you to share some of the memories of the Mardoowarra 

and you must ask the Meuse to bring back some of its memories, as we want to 

know how the humans have treated the Meuse, and how the Mardoowarra can 
learn, as we too along with the Mardoowarra are now faced with great 

uncertainty"!   

The Western Australian (WA) Government is quickly developing Allocation Plans and 

preparing water licences to be issued on a first come first served basis!  Plans for 

extensive agriculture, inclusive of plans to mitigate unconventional gas exploration and 
exploitation are being considered.  If the moratorium in WA on 'fracking' is lifted as has 

been done in the Northern Territory then this will send a message to companies to 

consider building a gas pipe line along several hundred kilometres of the floodplains of 
the Fitzroy River, whilst diverting gas to planned industrialisation for the region. 

In March 2018 I was invited to present at 
the plenary of the 47th session of the 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change (IPCC-47) in Paris, France, at the 
headquarters of the UN Educational, 

Scientific and Cultural Organisation 
(UNESCO). The opportunity brought 

together approximately 350 participants 

from over 130 countries. 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6845223
https://www.facebook.com/petercullentrust/
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I looked across the wide sea of trans-disciplinary faces and acknowledged our Australian 

scientists. I thanked them for their good work and acknowledged they had a hard 
struggle to share their learning in Australia.  My presentation to the delegates, 

governmental officials was described as "Dr Anne Poelina, Aboriginal leader and 

Australian scientist and philosopher, questioned the values and ethics that are 
destroying Mother Earth, while acknowledging the 30 years of collective wisdom in the 

IPCC. She highlighted the importance of indigenous knowledge and the role of non-state 
actors in deconstructing and reframing systems".  

In closing, the French Minister for the Ecological and Inclusive Transition, Nicolas Hulot, 

observed that while the IPCC had helped the world frame clear objectives, the pace of 
achieving them remains insufficient. Quoting Victor Hugo’s comment that freedom 

begins when ignorance ends, he commended the IPCC’s role in silencing climate 

deniers. He said climate change is a “serial killer” targeting the poorest and most 
vulnerable and called for a focus on the protection of indigenous peoples. Maybe with 

this type of global leadership, we can have hope of turning Climate Change and Climate 
Chaos into a Climate Chance? 

Footnote: The article, "Merging the Waters of the Mardoowarra and the Meuse" was published in 

the Bridging newsletter of the Peter Cullen Water and Environment Trust No 12, Spring 2014. 

…………………………………………………… 

Green light renews Murray–Darling confidence 

By Phillip Glyde, Chief Executive, MDBA 

This month’s bipartisan agreement by the Australian Parliament to amend the Murray–

Darling Basin Plan is one we can all applaud. It signals a strengthened commitment to 
the health of our rivers and our local economies, and adds momentum to the work 

needed to manage the Basin’s water resources over the coming decades. 

The renewed collaboration that this decision has generated across jurisdictions means 
the Basin Plan can be implemented in the way it was always intended. All Basin 

governments have committed to pull together in a system-wide approach to water 
management.  

In the northern basin, for example, the Australian Government and the Opposition have 

agreed to the MDBA’s recommended toolkit of measures that are additional to water 
recovery. The bipartisan agreement adds a further dimension to the outcomes people 

are calling for—such as the essential voice of Indigenous communities in water 
planning, guaranteed better protection of environmental flows, a stronger compliance 

framework and assistance for country towns and communities affected by water 

recovery.  

I also welcome the announcement of a new Northern Basin Commissioner, to make sure 

all the agreed measures in the north are delivered as planned over the next three 

years. This position will be important to monitor progress and make sure all the things 
governments have committed to are delivered. 

Good for the river 

The agreement opens the door to a healthier river system. The design and 

implementation of environmental works and measures by the South Australian, 
Victorian and NSW governments can now pick up pace to ensure nature gets the 

greatest benefit from water in the environmental account.  

The MDBA is already working alongside these governments to ensure that, together, the 

36 projects will in practice deliver 605 gigalitres in value for the environment. If the 

projects have not delivered their water savings by 2024, the shortfall must be 

recovered. This means the environment cannot be short-changed. 

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6845223
https://www.facebook.com/petercullentrust/
https://www.mdba.gov.au/basin-plan-roll-out/sustainable-diversion-limits/sdl-adjustment-proposals-state-projects
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In a lot of cases the projects are large and complex, and now they have the green light, 

I urge people get involved as your state government begins the process of consultation. 
We only have six years to have all projects designed, consulted on, built, operated and 

delivering the anticipated environmental gains.  

Collectively, they represent a step-change in how the river is managed by river 
operators. Our systems have been developed over 100 years to deliver water for 

consumptive use—changes to the rules will now put the delivery of water for the 
environment on an equal footing. 

Some of the projects are well underway and proving their worth. South Australia’s 

Riverine Recovery Project, for example, is already helping floodplain ecosystems by 
restoring flow variations that existed before locks, weirs and causeways were built. 

The bipartisan agreement has also strengthened the commitment to the delivery of an 

additional 450 gigalitres for the environment, through government-funded water 
efficiency projects on farms and elsewhere in the system. The water saved by 

modernising water infrastructure will be delivered directly to the Commonwealth 
Environmental Water Holder to manage for the environment. This is in addition to the 

2100GL already in the account.  

Good for the community 

As a result of more efficient and effective use of water earmarked for the environment, 

the Basin Plan amendment also eases the plan’s socio-economic impacts by opening the 
door to more water for producers by reducing the water recovery load.  

Essential to the Australian Parliament’s agreement to the changes was confidence that 
all parties to the Plan were putting in place genuine improvements to compliance and 

enforcement of water rules. 

After all, if we don’t have the trust of the Australian community about the way water is 
used, we don’t have a Plan. I am confident that we are heading in the right direction—

recent changes to practices in NSW and protection of environmental water in the 
northern Basin are testament to that.  

The strengthened commitment we are now seeing to all aspects of the Basin Plan is 

critical as we get on with the job of working for all Australians to deliver a sustainable 
future for the Murray–Darling Basin. 

 

The Riverine Recovery Project 
uses adaptive management and 

engineering solutions to bring 

back flow variations that existed 

before locks, weirs and causeways 
were built. By returning wetlands 

to a more natural wetting and 

drying regime, the project 

benefits the floodplain along the 
South Australian River Murray, 

including the Pike River floodplain 

shown here. (courtesy of 

DEWNR). 

 

 

…………………………………………………… 
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Ramsar listing announced for Glenelg Estuary and Discovery Bay  

Media release sent by Adam Bester 

Minister for Environment the Hon Josh Frydenberg has announced the Glenelg Estuary 

and Discovery Bay Ramsar listing. Ramsar is the short term for the Convention on 
Wetlands of International Importance.  

Minister Frydenberg advised the Victorian Minister for Water the Hon Lisa Neville that 

the Glenelg Estuary and Discovery Bay site has been endorsed and forwarded the 
documentation to the Ramsar Convention Secretariat.  

Chairperson of Glenelg Hopkins CMA Tony Ford said:  

‘This endorsement from Minister Frydenberg is the result of a large commitment of work 
with our partners and community to acknowledge the significance of this stunning site 

in our region’.  

The Glenelg Estuary and Discovery Bay site meets five of the required Ramsar criteria 

by supporting unique wetlands, providing habitat for 95 birds, including 24 species that 

fly as far away as Russia and China, supporting threatened plants and animal species, 
along with supporting spawning grounds and nurseries for fish including black bream 

and estuary perch.  

The site has three main systems:  

• freshwater wetlands including Long Swamp, Bridgewater Lakes and Swan Lake;  

• the Glenelg Estuary, including Oxbow Lake;  
• and the dune fields and beach along approximately 50 kilometres of the 

Discovery Bay Coastal Park.  

CEO Adam Bester said:  

‘Glenelg Hopkins is extremely happy the Australian Government has endorsed this 

nomination as it places these wetlands and the region into the international spotlight. It 
has been a long process and the relationships formed between the community and 

agencies, Parks Victoria, Gunditj Mirring Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation, 

DELWP and Nelson Coastcare, have been instrumental to the success of this project. 

‘Over the next 12 months the CMA will be looking to undertake works to protect the 

environmental, social and economic values of the Ramsar site. This includes activities 
such as weed control and investigating options to upgrade recreational infrastructure 

such as the Simpsons Landing to provide all-year access for anglers and boating. This 

will have benefits to the Nelson community and tourists to the site.’  

Nelson Coastcare initially proposed the Glenelg Estuary and Long Swamp at Discovery 

Bay be listed under the Ramsar Convention and approached Glenelg Hopkins CMA.  

‘I would also like to recognise Leila Huebner OAM who recently passed away. Her 

passion and knowledge played a significant part in pushing this process through and 

gave the CMA a local face to link with this process. We hope that her family and the 
community celebrate this achievement as part of her legacy to the Nelson community’, 

Adam Bester said.   

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6845223
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Ramsar Discovery Bay – image courtesy of Marcel Hoog Antink.  

…………………………………………………… 

It’s lonely in the middle 

By Dave Miller 

Water planning is a most rewarding profession. It’s the area where the rubber hits the 
road – the water sciences and the social sciences come crashing together. Negotiations 

are undertaken. Trade-offs are examined. Concessions offered. And a settlement is 
reached (hopefully). 

A good Water Planner usually has a sense when a reasonable compromise position has 

been reached. Leaving their own politics and interests at the door, the Planner 
understands intuitively how far to push a position. Where to look for agreement. How to 

make a deal. 

An experienced Planner usually has an established relationship with all of the 

stakeholders; the brown, blue and green interests. The relationship is not necessarily 

based on friendship; rather, respect, sincerity and authenticity are the important traits. 
Some Planners have excellent technical skills, but regardless of that it’s this authenticity 

that gives the Planner the licence to explore risky territory.  

Water negotiations are notoriously onerous as there’s rarely enough water to go 
around! The environment is insatiable, needing every possible drop. And water users 

are ravenous, willing to accept every skerrick. So negotiations often start from a 
position conflict.  

The successful planner often starts with the lowest hanging fruit. Taking time over 

resolving the easier issues often helps to get participants used to agreeing with one 
another, which can set up a conciliatory environment. And when those most divisive 

issues are eventually tabled, the meeting has hopefully already been bathed in respect 
and cooperation.  

During the coffee breaks, stakeholders are normally found in a huddle, discussing 

tactics. The Planner on the other hand, is usually found alone, in quiet contemplation.  

The Planner continues to use their listening skills to establish what’s “not-negotiable” 

and what’s really on the table. The Planner persists, gently teasing out areas of 
agreement, which in turn highlights the sticking points. Eventually, sometimes after a 

considerable period, the Planner begins to sense that a kind of middle ground is being 

reached. The stakeholders are still a tiny bit unhappy, but they stand with dignity. They 

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6845223
https://www.facebook.com/petercullentrust/
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have been listened to. They can see that most of their interests appear in the 

agreement. The Planner hears that the grumbles seem to counter each other. The 
protests in the left ear are neatly counter-balanced by the whingeing in the right. The 

job is finally done! 

It can be lonely in the middle. But water planning can also be enormously satisfying! 

…………………………………………………… 

Lake Eyre Basin 

By Steve Morton 

The Lake Eyre Basin covers almost one-sixth of Australia (about 1.2 million square 
kilometres) and is one of the world’s largest internally draining river systems. The arid 

rivers of the Basin are among the world’s last unregulated dryland rivers. They are 

home to boom-to-bust ecosystems that have adapted to dramatic variability in flow 
conditions. The Basin supports a range of nationally important natural, social and 

economic values. 

The Australian, Queensland, South Australian and Northern Territory governments are 
signatories to the Lake Eyre Basin Intergovernmental Agreement, which provides for 

the development or adoption, and implementation of policies and strategies concerning 
water and related natural resources in the Lake Eyre Basin Agreement Area to avoid or 

eliminate so far as reasonably practicable adverse cross-border impacts.   

 

 

 

 

 
'The Ethawarra pictures show a wet season in 2012 and a dry season in in 2013 in the same 

location. These two photos were taken by David Schmarr 

The Lake Eyre Basin Ministerial Forum is responsible for implementing the Agreement. 
The Senior Officers Group, Community Advisory Committee and Scientific Advisory 

Panel advise the Ministerial Forum on government, community and science issues 

associated with managing the Basin. 

Under the Agreement, every 10 years the Ministerial Forum must cause a review of the 

existing Agreement and a review of the condition of watercourses and catchments 
within the Lake Eyre Basin Agreement Area. 

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6845223
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The Second review of the Lake Eyre Basin Intergovernmental Agreement  

An independent consultant, Noetic, has been engaged on behalf of the Lake Eyre Basin 
Ministerial Forum to perform the second review of the Lake Eyre Basin 

Intergovernmental Agreement. 

The review looks at the operation of the existing Agreement; the extent to which the 

purpose and objectives of the Agreement have been achieved. The review also 

considers possible changes to improve the effectiveness of the existing Agreement and 
to reflect new knowledge, emerging issues and institutional frameworks. 

The consultation process on the review of the Agreement commenced on 23 March 
2018 and closed on 2 May 2018. Feedback from the consultation process will be 

considered in finalising the review report. 

Lake Eyre Basin State of the Basin Condition Assessment 2016 

The 2008 condition assessment report identified that the limited amount of 

environmental monitoring and data on the Basin would be an issue for future condition 
assessment reporting. As a result, in 2011 the Lake Eyre Basin Ministerial Forum 

initiated the Lake Eyre Basin Rivers Assessment (LEBRA) program. LEBRA has collected 
hydrology, water quality and fish data from more than 50 waterholes across the Basin.  

This data along with information sourced from natural resource management bodies, 

government agencies and universities has been used in the development of the Lake 
Eyre Basin State of the Basin Condition Assessment 2016 Report. 

The State of the Basin Condition Assessment 2016 report provides a picture on the 

current status of the hydrology, water quality, and fish and water birds populations of 
the Lake Eyre Basin and on the current and emerging threats to the Basin. It reveals an 

internationally significant river basin in good condition, which is a rarity around the 
world. 

The State of the Basin Condition Assessment 2016 report was developed in consultation 

with Australian, State and Territory governments, research institutions, the Lake Eyre 
Basin Scientific Advisory Panel and the Community Advisory Committee. 

Further information on the second review of the Lake Eyre Basin Intergovernmental 
Agreement and the Lake Eyre Basin State of the Basin Condition Assessment 2016 can 

be found at www.lakeeyrebasin.gov.au.  

…………………………………………………… 

What’s new in water sector climate change? 

By Jill Fagan 

During the first two weeks of May 2018, Melbourne hosted the Carbon Market 

Institute’s 5th Australasian Emissions Reduction Summit, the National Climate Change 
Adaptation Research Facility’s Climate Adaptation 2018, and the Victorian Government’s 

Adaptation Sector Summit. Here are three of the current topics, and the implications of 

each for water sector organisations. 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6845223
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Hon Mark Butler MP, Shadow Minister for Climate Change and Energy, addressing the Australasian Emissions 
Reduction summit.  
 

Fiduciary duties and disclosure of climate risks 

In October 2016, prominent corporate barrister Mr Noel Hutley SC advised that 
managing climate-related risks is “one of the primary duties of a director,” and 

Australian company directors may be liable if they fail to properly manage climate-

related risks (Hutley and Hartford-Davis, 2016). Directors can reduce their risk 
exposure by identifying, managing and disclosing those risks.  

In June 2017, the global Task Force on Climate-related Financial Disclosures released 
their final report (TCFD, 2017) advising that climate risk management and disclosure by 

corporations is needed to maintain a stable, efficient global financial market. It 

recommends companies address both the physical risks under a changing climate, and 
the transition risks as the world shifts to a lower carbon economy. It lays out a 

structure of governance, strategy, risk management, metrics and targets, as well as the 

use of scenario planning, to explore potential futures.  

The legal advice of Mr Hutley SC along with the TCFD is bringing a new level of 

attention to climate change risks and governance from Australian directors in the public 
and private sector. Many industries are grappling with how to apply these insights and 

tools to their business management. The Australian water industry through its 

experiences of drought, flood, fire and storms have in most cases very good 
management of the physical risks. In many cases however there remains a need to 

review management of transition risks, as well as the business strategy, governance, 
metrics and targets around climate risks.  

The finance and insurance industries are scrutinising climate action 

Bankers, fund managers, insurers and reinsurers are examining their exposure to 

climate risk. Some are going further and shifting their investments to reduce their 

climate risk exposure. For example, in April 2018 LGIM, a European investment 
manager which manages assets worth almost £1 trillion, announced it would ‘name and 

shame’ companies which do not disclose and improve their climate change performance 
– and would ditch billions of pounds of investment in their shares (Wallace, 2018). 

Insurers including AXA, Allianz, Aviva, Lloyds, Munich Re, SCOR and Swiss Re have 

divested coal companies from their investment portfolios, and/or restricted underwriting 
to the coal industry (Vincent, 2018). Insurance companies are already facing payouts 

for insured company directors and energy companies that have failed to address climate 

change. For example, at least nine US cities and regions have filed to sue a group of 
large oil companies, seeking financial contribution towards the costs of adapting (Malo, 

2018).  

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6845223
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For the water industry this means that those that are not effectively disclosing and 

managing their climate risks may face higher interest rates on loans, higher insurance 
premiums, or in extreme cases be considered uninsurable. Some future climate risks, 

no matter how well managed, have high residual risk levels. For example, the risk of 

inundation of coastline infrastructure due to sea level rise. This may mean that 
insurance premiums rise, regardless of the risk management approach. Best practice 

management of these risks is to develop an adaptive pathway that recognises several 
possible futures, sets triggers for regular review and revision of the chosen path, and 

selects options which promote flexibility and do not ‘lock out’ alternative solutions being 

applied in future.  

 
Jill Fagan (second from left) participating in a climate bonds gaming session, in which our team 

had to invest in adaptation measures to protect dairy cows from extreme heat.  

Carbon offsets with benefits 

The Reducing Carbon Building Communities Fund (RCBC) is a new carbon broker which 
brings together buyers and sellers of carbon offsets with added environmental, social 

and/or cultural benefits. It aims to provide a cost-effective way to invest in rural 

farming economies, support Indigenous communities, and tackle climate change. While 
Australians have been able to trade carbon offsets with certified co-benefits on the 

international market for some time, this new scheme focuses on trading carbon credits 
with local co-benefits in the domestic market.  

In contrast to RCBC, the Australian Federal Government’s Emissions Reduction Fund 

(ERF) market mechanism purchases the lowest cost offsets. In the case of vegetation 
management, which represents 65% of the scheme’s carbon abatement to December 

2017, this can result in monoculture plantings with limited ecological and biodiversity 

benefits.  

The Victorian water sector recently completed a catchment carbon offsets project 

(Clifton and Moss, 2018) to pilot offset generation by catchment management 
authorities through revegetation along waterways. These offsets, though not cost-

competitive on the ERF market, were attractive to water corporations because they 

provided local social and environmental benefits, and could defer water treatment plant 
upgrades due to improvements in-stream water quality. As illustrated by this pilot 

project, Australian water businesses can either be generators or purchasers of carbon 
offsets, and may trade directly with another business instead of through a broker. 

Lastly, Australian carbon broker GreenCollar has launched a ‘Reef Credit Initiative’. 

Land owners in the Great Barrier Reef catchment can earn Reef Credits by undertaking 
land management works that reduce flows of sediment, nutrients or pesticides into 

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6845223
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waterways. Could this innovative marketing approach be used by the water industry to 

target a broader audience for carbon sequestration activities? Could we sell ‘Brolga 
Credits’ for revegetation works that restore brolga habitat, ‘Platypus Credits’ and so on?   
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A Reflection from Dr Stuart Blanch: “Protecting trees, enabling 
landholders, storing carbon”.  

 

 

I saw my first wild koala as a boy exploring the NSW bush in the 1970s. It was dead, 

from tick bites. But my parents said there were still plenty roaming and roaring in the 
trees near home. 

Not now. Koalas and their habitats are retreating, falling, dying. Koalas are to forests 

and bushland what canaries were to coal mines. No forests, no koalas. Koalas living in 
Queensland, NSW and the ACT were listed under federal environmental law in 2012 as 

being vulnerable to extinction.  

Ongoing excessive bulldozing of forests and bushland is the primary driver of this loss. 

It kills and starves koalas, fragments habitats, genetically isolates populations, makes 

them prone to dog attacks and car strikes, and increases disease risk.  
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Deforestation is a global driver of climate change which, in a wicked negative feedback 

loop, is causing the Australian bush to burn hotter and more frequently seemingly with 
each passing summer. Koalas can’t outrun massive wildfires. 

Perhaps half a million hectares of bush were bulldozed each year in Australia in recent 

years. Data is patchy, or not released, so no one knows exactly how much. From Moree 
to Port Macquarie to the Kimberley, and from Central Queensland to SEQ to the Barkly, 

forests and bushland are being over-cleared, with ever more marginal or sensitive lands 
bulldozed. 

In December 2016 the NSW Chief Scientist stated in a review of the decline of koalas 

that the NSW Government should ‘review and align legislative and regulatory 
arrangements to improve outcomes for koalas across tenures’. Yet in August 2017, laws 

to conserve native vegetation were gutted, unleashing even more clearing of koala 

habitat. The government’s recent Koala Strategy is silent on stronger tree protection 
laws. Despite positives, it’s a smoke screen that is not fit for purpose. 

Yet there’s hope. Native vegetation laws were recently strengthened by the Queensland 
Government, which is developing a major land restoration fund, and stronger federal 

controls over land clearing are being discussed as another election approaches. 

Remember also a broad consensus previously existed in NSW amongst farmers, 
environmentalists and scientists on clearing. It worked. 

A warming world needs trees to store carbon and reduce emissions from loss of forests 
and bushland. Trees and forest soils are a valuable low-cost climate protection tool yet 

are deemed value-less under NSW law. Farmers and regional communities are rarely 

rewarded financially for protecting regrowing trees. This must change.  

Billions of dollars of carbon and biodiversity financing – public and private – must be 

mobilised to pay landholders reasonable rates of return to protect regrowth, alongside 

strong laws to protect mature trees, as part of a new consensus. Lest the political 
corruption and failed (in places, non-existent) compliance enforcement of environmental 

water delivery in the Murray-Darling Basin also blight paying for regrowth protection. 
Such an agreement must be strongly legislated and fiercely regulated, based on highly 

accurate vegetation mapping and clearing data that is released annually, and 

independently governed. Landholders who protect regrowing trees, wildlife and carbon 
stocks in perpetuity should receive a fair price for the services they provide to us all. 

Conversely, a landholder who rorts by clearing trees they contracted to protect should 
face gaol for defrauding taxpayers and environmental destruction.  

Strong legal protection of mature trees coupled with enabling farmers and regional 

communities to economically diversify through regrowth protection should hasten the 
end of excessive tree-clearing, create regional jobs, enable people to live and work 

sustainably on the land, and cool the climate. 

I learnt from Peter Cullen the great importance of applying sound science to 
conservation during a decade-and-a-half working to restore the Murray-Darling Basin 

and protect tropical rivers. When I was a young aquatic ecologist then river 
campaigner, he guided me and many others in how to fight based on the science within 

politics, and how to negotiate.  

These are lessons I intend to apply in my new role as Australian Forest and Woodland 
Conservation Policy Manager with WWF-Australia, focusing on ending excessive tree 

clearing in NSW and Queensland. My hope: forests thrive, farmers and regional 
communities are financially rewarded to value trees and store carbon, and koalas roam 

and roar again across Eastern Australia’s bush.  

…………………………………………………… 

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6845223
https://www.facebook.com/petercullentrust/


           

 

 

BRIDGING no. 29, May / June 2018         21 

 

Publications from elsewhere 

• Recent advances in environmental flows science and water management—
Innovation in the Anthropocene. Arthington, et al. March 2018 Freshwater Biology 

DOI10.1111/fwb.13108 

• It will take decades, but the Murray Darling Basin Plan is delivering environmental 
improvements — The Conversation http://theconversation.com/it-will-take-decades-

but-the-murray-darling-basin-plan-isdelivering-environmental-improvements-

93568. Two Fellows (Paul and Darren) are among the authors of this positive 
article. Seven of the authors were involved in the CRC for Freshwater Ecology during 

Peter’s time. 

• How does temperature determine sex? Arthur Georges + Clare E. Holleley. May 
2018 Science 360(6389) DOI 10.1126/science.aat5993 

• Assessing Adaptive Water Governance for Lake Eyre Basin and Linked Portions of 

the Great Artesian Basin in Australia, April 2018. DOI 10.1007/978-3-319-72472-
0_9 In book: Practical Panarchy for Adaptive Water Governance. Barbara Cosens, 

Angela H Arthington 
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