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An opportunity to understand and engage with Indigenous people and
worldviews in respectful and authentic ways, and to plot new paths
forward for water and environmental management.
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Program at a Glance

Sustainable and equitable management of our water
and environment resources will only occur when the
Indigenous worldview is respected, and Indigenous
people and communities are truly included in
conversations, policy making and decisions.

To support the ongoing development of leadership
across our sector, the Peter Cullen Trust (PCT) has co-

designed this program with Indigenous Fellows of the
Trust, and informed by key allies, to support Australia’s

water and environment leaders to understand and
engage with Indigenous people and worldviews in
respectful and authentic ways, and to plot new paths
forward for water and environmental management.

When and Where

19-23 April 2026, Dubbo, Walgett, Brewarrina

Participants arrive to Dubbo on Sunday 19 April, with
activities and accommodation throughout Kamilaroi,
Yuwaalaraay, Wiradjuri, and Wailwan Country before

departure from Dubbo on Thursday 23 April, 2026.
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This Program includes:

- 4 days/4 nights on Kamilaroi, Yuwaalaraay, Wiradjuri,

and Wailwan Country to meet Traditional Owners and
visit culturally significant sites.

Facilitated reflection and leadership development
activities by PCT pre-, during, and post-program.

Key takeaways for participants are:

Insights to Indigenous perspectives on water and
environment in the Northern Basin.

Broader understanding of water and ecosystems, key
opportunities and challenges in the Northern Basin
with applications to other regions.

On-the-ground exposure to the key issues in closing the
water for people and communities gap.

Enhanced competency to engage and lead in culturally
appropriate and respectful ways in your own
organisations and communities.

Deep learnings from meetings with Traditional Owners
and listening to Country.
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Acknowledgment

The Peter Cullen Trust (PCT) acknowledges the Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander people as Australia’s First
Peoples and as the traditional owners and custodians

of Country throughout Australia. We recognise their
continuing connection to land, waters and community
and we pay our respects to Elders past and present.

We acknowledge that ‘water is life’ for Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people, and is central to culture,
identity and wellbeing. Colonisation dispossessed
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people of water, with
ongoing impacts and dispossession occurring to this day.

Through our work, we seek to walk alongside Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander people in pursuing their
aspirations and rights to water justice. We are grateful
to the Indigenous Fellows and Friends of the Trust, who
choose to share their experience and knowledge for the
growth and development of our community

Background

Indigenous water leaders in Australia are calling for
recognition and application of Indigenous knowledge,
values and perspectives in water management,
alongside understanding and appreciation of Indigenous
worldviews, and restoration of water rights to First
peoples (e.g. Moggridge and Thompson 2021, Martuwarra
RiverOfLife et al. 2021").

Sustainable and equitable management of our water
and environment resources will only occur when the

Indigenous worldview is respected, and Indigenous people

and communities are truly included in conversations,
policy making and decisions.
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This need is reflected in many significant and current
policy discussions, including:

- UN World Water Week 2022

- The 2026 Basin Plan Review (identifying ‘First Nations’
as one of four key themes)

- National Water Reform (NWR) - including the PCT
Fellows own collaboration on future policy priorities
for the NWR

- The 2021 State of the Environment Report
- The 2022 Voices for the Bush conference

- Closing the Water for People and Communities Gap
(WSAA) (2022)

- State and Territory based activities, such as the ‘Water
is Life: Traditional Owner Access to Water Roadmap’ in
Victoria (2021)

To be successful, Australia’s water and environment
leaders must be able to understand and engage with
Indigenous people and worldviews in respectful and
authentic ways to plot new paths forward for water
and environmental management.

“To be still brings peace - and it brings understanding. When
we are really still in the bush, we concentrate.We are aware
of the anthills and the turtles and the water lilies.

Our culture is different. We are asking our fellow Australians
to take time to know. us; to be still and to listen to us..”

(Miriaom Rose)

'Bradley J. Moggridge & Ross M. Thompson (2021) Cultural value of water and western water
management: an Australian Indigenous perspective, Australasian Journal of Water Resources,
25:1, 4-14, DOI:10.1080/13241583.2021.1897926;

Martuwarra RiverOfLife, Katherine S Taylor & Anne Poelina (2021) Living Waters, Law First: Nyikina
and Mangala water governance in thé Kimberley, Western Australia, Australasian Journal of. Water
Resources, 25:1, 40-56, DOI:10.1080/13241583.20211880538
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Why is the PCT hosting this Program?

Where two rivers meet

Our two rivers meet,
but we're on opposing sides.
A bridge built to connect,
somehow it divides.

| try to swim across,
but the current is too fast.
I’'m not strong enough on my own,
so | turn back to the past.

Listen to the music of Country;
And the lessons she is trying to teach.
Know where our water flows from,
else a better future, we'll never reach.

Our two rivers meet,
the rapids ahead both vast and long.
How can | walk with you from this side?
I must learn from your stories, dance,
and song.

Poetry inspired by time on Country at Narran
Lakes and Walgett, by Kathryn Silvester
(2022 PCT Fellow)

The seed for this program was planted by the 2022 PCT
Science to Policy Leadership Program cohort, through the
work they undertook on their group project and ongoing
commitments they made to each other and the Trust.

Arising from this, an invitation was extended to the PCT
Fellows Network to visit Gamilaraay / Kamilaroi Country
to connect and learn firsthand from community and
Country, facilitated by PCT Fellows and Kamilaroi men
Jason Wilson and Brad Moggridge.

The first “Connection to Country” program in April

2024 was a response to this invitation. Sixteen Fellows
participated in an exceptional, rich and transformative on
Country experience, and unanimously concluded that this
opportunity should be made available to other Fellows.
This second program, known to us as “Time with Country”,
is the result.

The PCT Fellows Network is a group of peers who

have the shared experience of a transformative PCT
Leadership Program. Every Fellow of the Peter Cullen
Trust is equipped to be a leader who thinks, behaves

and acts consistently with the principles of the Trust.
Through the Network, Fellows explore conversations, build
collaborations and expand their learning and leadership
journey in a trusted community of peers.

It is critical that Australia has water and environment
leaders who can bridge the gap between Indigenous and
non-Indigenous water knowledge, management and
worldviews. This Program is a profound opportunity for
Fellows to enhance their leadership and to step up to this
challenge with understanding, awareness and respect.
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Program Overview

This Program has been designed through a collaboration
of Indigenous and non-Indigenous staff and Fellows of
the Trust located across Kamilaroi, Yuwaalaraay, Anaiwan,
Gadigal, Larrakia, Ngambri, Ngunnawal, Quandamooka
and Wurundjeri Country.

Your Program Facilitators

Jason Wilson (2022)

Itinerary summary”

Day1

Arrive at Dubbo. Welcome to Country and group
introductions. Overnight in Dubbo.

Day 2

Visit and learn from muiltiple sites at the Macquarie
Marshes, meet Traditional Owners and other land-
holders to learn about local perspectives and issues.
Overnight in Walgett.

Darren Perry (2016) Day 3 Visit and learn from Gwydir wetlands, meet with
. Elders and visit culturally significant carved trees.
Kirsty Savage (2022) Overnight in Walgett.
Rosie Wheen (PCT CEO)
Day4 Cultural tour of Baiame's Ngunnhu (Brewarrina
fish traps), followed by Narran Lakes and meeting
Dates with Traditional Owners. Overnight in Walgett.
Full Program February - June 2026 Day5 Meet with Traditional Owners and explore
duration: Beemunnel Scar Trees and surrounding culturally
significant sites at Warren. Return to Dubbo and
Feb—March Online Yarns depart.
2026:
19-23 April On-Country Session Altinerary subject to change
2026
Late April — PCT-facilitated debrief and discussion
Early May (online)
2026
May/June PCT-facilitated monthly debrief and
2026 reflection time (online)
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What you will gain by participating?

Participants will take away:

- Understanding of the congruity of Indigenous and
nonlndigenous perspectives on significant topics in water
and environment management, including Indigenous
water rights, biodiversity, floodplains, connectivity, culture
and environmental water.

- Deep and personal learnings from meetings with
Traditional Owners and connecting with Country.

- Insights to Indigenous perspectives on water and
environment in the Northern Basin.

- Broader understanding of water and ecosystems, key
opportunities and challenges in the Northern Basin with
applications to other regions.

- On-the-ground exposure to the key issues in closing the
water for people and communities gap.

- Enhanced competency to engage and lead in
culturally appropriate and respectful ways in your own
organisations and communities.

- Understanding of how your leadership can be
harnessed to enact positive change, and connecting with
likeminded peers to collaborate on the leadership journey.

- Deeper appreciation of the need for courageous
leadership to enable reconciliation and closing the gap.
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Cost $4,500 per person, plus GST

(flights and dinners not included)

Inclusions

- 4 day cultural study program on Kamilaroi, Yuwaalaraay,
Wiradjuri, and Wailwan Country.

Hosted by Kamilaroi man, local leader, PCT Fellow and
CEWO cultural engagement officer, Jason Wilson.

- Visit key sites including Baiame’s Ngunnhu, Gwydir
wetlands, Narran Lakes and Macquarie Marshes.

Meetings and tours alongside Traditional Owners.

Facilitated reflection and leadership development
activities by PCT pre-, during, and post-program.

- 4 nights motel-style accommodation, twin share (1
night Dubbo, 3 nights Walgett or Brewarrina) (NB: Single
accommodation will be offered where available at
participant cost.).

- Ground transport (cars and petrol included, participants
to share driving).

Breakfast x 4 days, picnic lunch x 4 days.

Exclusions

Flights — Participants to book and pay for own transport
(flights or otherwise) to and from Dubbo. Flights must
arrive before 5pm on Sunday 19 April, and depart after
5pm on Thursday 23 April.

Dinners — local restaurants booked for dinner each night.
Price range from $25-50 depending on your
personal menu selections.

- Snacks and incidentals — Breakfast and picnic lunch
provided each day. Participants to bring/buy any
additional snacks or personal needs. There is the
opportunity to shop on Day 1 at Dubbo supermarket, or on
other days at Walgett ICA (please be aware Walgett may
not have a wide selection of stock).

Terms and Conditions

Please read the Terms and Conditions for the Program,
available on the following page.

To join the Program:

Please register for the Program using this form:
2026 Connection to Country Program Registration

An invoice will be issued upon receipt of your registration
and payment is then required within 30 days to secure
your spot on the Program.

Registration closes Monday 24 November 2025,
however places are limited and will be allocated in
order of registration. Book and pay early to ensure
you secure your spot!


https://petercullenwaterandenvironmenttrust.snapforms.com.au/form/2026-connection-to-country-program-application
https://petercullenwaterandenvironmenttrust.snapforms.com.au/form/2026-connection-to-country-program-application
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PCT Connection to Country Program Terms and Conditions

These terms and conditions (“Terms”) govern your participation
in the Connection to Country Program (“the Program”) offered
by the Peter Cullen Water and Environment Trust (PCT). By
accepting a position in the Program, you agree to comply with
these Terms and any additional guidelines or policies provided
by the PCT.

Our agreement is with you as the Program participant, regard-
less of the means of payment. It is your individual responsibil-
ity to meet the Terms as provided.

What you can expect from us:

1

Content:

All program content, including design, resources, facili-
tation, presenters, pre- and post-program activities and
learnings, as outlined in the Program brochure

Travel and Accommodation:
Ground transport from and returning to Dubbo, NSW.

Accommodation - 4 nights twin-share, motel-
style accommodation

Meals - 4 days breakfast and lunch provided

Insurance: PCT carries general liability insurance for our
business activities up to $10,000,000 anywhere in Aus-
tralia. Participants are encouraged to consider their own
needs and circumstances with regards to personal travel,
health, and cancellation insurance.

What we expect from you:

1

Program fee and payment terms:

Payment terms are net 30 days from invoice NOTE: Pro-
gram fees are non-refundable, except as outlined below
(see Cancellations, refunds and transfers).

Travel and Accommodation:

Booking and payment of own return transport costs, to
and from Dubbo to meet arrival and departure dates/
times specified by PCT

- Accommodation - any additional accommodation as

required

Meals - own dinners all nights

Health and Medical:

Disclosure: disclosure to Program leader of any condi-
tion that could impact your ability to participate in the
Program or have implications

in a first aid incident

Insurance: any personal medical insurance you desire
Medications: supply of any personal medications re-
quired for the duration of the Program

Participation:

Full participation in pre- and post-program activities and
learning opportunities

Understanding and acceptance of the risks associated
with on-site and outdoor programs.

Cancellations, refunds and transfers:

1.

2.

No ‘change of mind’ cancellations are accepted.

Cancellation due to extenuating circumstances (e.g. se-
vere illness, substantial personal or professional upheaval)
will be considered at the discretion of the PCT. In such
cases, any Program costs already incurred (e.g. adminis-
trative costs, travel and accommodation bookings) will be
charged to the participant.

Withdrawal after the Program commences will result in
forfeit of the Program fee.

Transfer. In the event that the PCT has a waitlist for this
Program, it may, at its discretion, enable registration to be
transferred to the next on the waitlist.

General Items:

1

Force majeure:

In the event that the Program cannot be conducted or
is significantly disrupted due to unforeseeable circum-
stances beyond the control of the PCT, including but not
limited to natural disasters, acts of terrorism, pandemics,
government regulations, or any other force majeure
event, the PCT reserves the right to cancel, postpone, or
modify the Program without liability.

If the Program is cancelled due to force majeure, the
PCT will make reasonable efforts to reschedule or
provide alternative arrangements. If rescheduling or
alternative arrangements are not feasible, participants
may be eligible for a partial refund.

The PCT will not be liable for any expenses or damages
incurred by participants because of Program cancella-
tions or modifications due to force majeure. Participants
are encouraged to secure their own travel, health, and
cancellation insurance to mitigate such risks.

Limitation of Liability:

Programs contain a degree of risk, and participants engage
at their own risk. PCT and contractors accept no liability for
any adverse consequence of participation in any activity

or course suffered by a participant that is attributable to
partial or non-disclosure of a medical or health issue, and
which, in hindsight, should have been disclosed.

Third Parties:

PCT contracts with other companies and individuals to
assist in the delivery of programs. We are not responsible
for the acts and omissions of these third parties however
we have gone to great lengths to ensure suitability of the
contractors being employed.

Intellectual Property:

All intellectual property rights from the Program will re-
main with PCT and its contractors.

Privacy:

The PCT is bound by the Privacy Act 1988 and other cur-
rent and related jurisdictional laws as they apply from
time to time. In addition, the Trust will not release any
personal details without prior approval, with the excep-
tion of other Program participants or Program providers
as required to deliver the Program.
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Safety and risk management

We want to ensure that everyone remains safe and well
before, during, and after the Program. There are two pri-
mary groups of hazards associated with our trip and they
are: (1) driving, and (2) outdoor site visits.

Below we have listed the key mitigation measures for
everyone to follow to help uphold our safety.
Driving risk management measures:

We will be sharing the driving amongst our whole group.
We ask that you all bring your current driver's license for
us to sight in Dubbo before we leave, and we will also have
a hard copy of the driving risk management protocol for
everyone to sign and acknowledge before we get started.
Driving risk management protocol:

- All drivers hold a current and valid Australian driver's
license.

Drivers will follow road rules and drive to conditions.

- Vehicles are adequately maintained and serviced in
accordance with the manufacturer's specifications.

- Vehicles are visually checked prior to use.

- All loads are adequately fastened and visually checked
by the driver prior to commmencing travel.

No one drives for longer than 2 hours at a time.

- Any driver must have slept at least 6 hours in the previ-
ous night.

- There is a zero alcohol limit for all drivers.

Considerations for site visits and time outdoors:

All participants to:
- Wear sturdy shoes/boots where possible
- Walk carefully and observe terrain

- All participants to carry 2L ‘personal’ water each day,
with larger containers in cars for refills

Dress appropriate to weather conditions
- Wear hats, sunscreen, and sunglasses

- Wear insect repellent (fly nets optional - included on
packing list)

- Carry rain jackets or ponchos
Follow instructions of any guides and facilitators

- Whole group to stay within visual line of sight of each
other, or notify other participants if you are leaving the

group
Additional actions for snake bite risk management:

Make noise and heavy footfalls when moving through
the bush

- Avoid dense vegetation and long grass
Don't put hands or feet in or under crevices, logs, rocks
etc.
Other measures:
First aid kits will be carried in each car
List of local medical services carried in each car

- Group contains a number of current first aid and
CPR-trained people
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CONTACT THE PETER CULLEN TRUST
Phone 02 6206 8974

Email office@petercullentrust.com.au
www.petercullentrust.org.au

ABN 41848154 714
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