2024 Leith Boully Award
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The recipient of the November 2024 Leith Boully Award is Melissa Pepper.

To quote from some her peers: “Mel is known for her honest, humble, and ethical leadership, alongside
fierce advocacy for science and communities, and exceptional ‘grit’.”

Mel’s leadership is firmly rooted in her values, and anyone who knows her can speak to the authenticity
and integrity she embodies. Her commitment to environmental and community development have been
consistent threads woven throughout her career, and this perhaps really comes to fruition and benefit for
the Australian community now in her role as Ranger Program Coordinator with Karlka Nyiyaparli
Aboriginal Corporation.

Mel will be the first to acknowledge that she and we all, are on a continual learning journey, and still
getting things wrong. And while we acknowledge that, we also recognise the momentum and
achievements she’s helped to facilitate and create by working in ‘right-way’ with the communities she
works with. Some of these include:
e Working with Nyiyaparli Elders to develop the ten-year strategic plan for People and Country,
which has provided the framework for the Ranger Program, and developing the Fortescue Marsh
Joint Management Plan
e Starting the Nyiyaparli Kids on Country Program to help kids engage in their culture, learn
language, and develop skills to become the next generation of leaders
e Providing opportunities for the Rangers she works with to be proud, stand tall, know who they
are, learn and grow as leaders themselves, and to connect to and care for their Country
¢ Negotiation with the State Government towards the Indigenous Land Use Agreement signed
earlier this year, including establishment of a new 107,000hectare nature reserved over parts of
Fortescue Marsh to be managed jointly by Nyiyaparli rangers and DBCA.

Mel shares the lessons and insight from her experiences generously, she challenges our entrenched ways
of thinking, and makes an impact for community and environment.

Mel, this award recognises your courage, your authenticity, your tenacity, AND is a vote of confidence in
your continuing capacity to drive change, and stay the course.
Congratulations.



