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Peter Cullen Trust Ripple Awards 

2026 Guidelines for Nominations 
 
The Ripple Awards recognise Fellows for their outstanding contribution to the purpose 
and principles of the Peter Cullen Trust and the Fellows Network through their work and 
engagement within the water sector and the Peter Cullen Trust. There are two award 
categories.  

1. The Ripple Award for Water and Environment Leadership  
 

This category recognises Fellows who continue Professor Peter Cullen AO’s legacy by 
exemplifying courageous leadership within the sector.   Referencing the Trust’s Principles, 
the following are examples of what this might look like; they are a guide and are not 
prescriptive: 

• Speaking truth to power - advocating for water and environment with credibility 
and integrity; 

• Being led by Country – advocating for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people’s pursuit for justice and equity, particularly in the management of water 
and environment; 

• Using knowledge wisely - bridging science, policy, practice and Indigenous 
knowledge systems to tackle complex challenges; 

• Forging new paths - driving innovative solutions and systemic change in water 
and environmental management. 
 

2. The Ripple Award for Fellows Network Leadership  
 

This category recognises Fellows who strengthen the activities, professionalism, 
collegiality and impact of the Fellows Network.  Referencing the Trust’s Principles and key 
objectives of the Fellows Network, the following are examples of what this might look 
like; they are a guide and are not prescriptive:  

• Leading together - fostering collaboration within and the impact of the Fellows 
Network 

• Holding space for courageous conversations - creating safe environments for all 
voices to be heard in the discussions that matter  

• Championing the Trust - enhancing the Trust’s reputation and advancing its 
purpose through their leadership 

• Empowering Fellows to be courageous leaders 
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Bridging science, people and the environment 

 

Process 

• Fellows are invited to nominate other Fellows for either or both of these Awards.  
• Nominations require a seconder, also a Fellow.  
• Nominations will be made in the format provided and will be submitted by the 

advertised due date.   
• The Fellows Committee will review nominations and determine which, if any, 

nominees are outstanding in each category. 
• The Fellows Committee may determine that no Award will be awarded in a given 

year.   
• The Fellows Committee may determine that the Award/s be shared between 

equally deserving nominees.  
• Both Awards are available to individual Fellows, not groups or cohorts. 

 
Note for nominations: 

Nominations are reviewed by real humans, so when nominating a Fellow, please provide 
specific examples that demonstrate what impact the nominee has made in relation to the 
award category - how far do their ripples go? 

Presentation 

The Ripple Award/s will be presented each year at the Trust’s November Graduation 
event. 

Successful nominees will be informed prior to the presentation and invited to prepare a 
2-3 minute response (acceptance) to their Award which they will present live as part of 
the Graduation event. 

Previous Award Recipients 

There have been 12 previous Ripple Award recipients: 

• 2025: Dr Andrew O’Neill (2017); Professor Katherine Daniell (2010); Monique 
White (2015) 

• 2024: Trent Wallis (2017); Jason Wilson (2022); Professor Ross Thompson 
(2014) 

• 2023: Matthew Fullerton, Fellow 2013 and Dr Kathleen Broderick, Fellow 2014 

• 2022: Dr Paul Frazier, Fellow 2012 and Associate Professor Bradley Moggridge, 
Fellow 2018 

• 2021: Kaye Cavanagh, Fellow 2011 

• 2019: Chris Arnott, Fellow 2010 

• 2018: Kirsten Shelley, Fellow 2011 

• 2017: Sarina Loo, Fellow 2010 

• 2016: Susie Williams, Fellow 2011 

---ENDS--- 
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