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Professor Peter Cullen AO
“What a great bloke. He was one of my
heroes; someone that put science and
technology into the Real Speak that
would be understood and regularly
spouted across the Table of Knowledge
that exists in every pub and club in
Australia.”
Ian Kiernan AO,
Executive Chairman, Clean Up Australia
The late Peter Cullen is remembered for
his superb capacity to synthesise and
communicate complex ideas, simply
and clearly, to local communities, policy
makers and politicians in a way that
supported them to make decisions and
take action.
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The purpose of the Trust is to carry on the
legacy of the late Professor Peter Cullen AO.
The Trust aspires to:
 Strengthen the understanding between science, policy and
stakeholders in water system management,
 Spot new talent and support early career researchers and
people ‘who can speak for the rivers with clarity and
credibility’,
 Promote informed exchange and debate on important
water management issues,
 Build capacity
management,

in

science

and

policy

for

water

 Build links between the scientific and political communities
to promote effective management of our river systems.

How we work together at the Trust
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Chair’s Report
With the Federal Election held just a few days before, it was appropriate that
this year’s Peter Cullen Trust Science to Policy Leadership Program
commenced in Canberra. I met the fifteen participants in Canberra for their
initial briefing before they launched into Stage 1 of the Program.
What an outstanding group! I could only wish that some of them had been
running in the election!
This year the Leadership Program has received strong sponsorship support. The Trust has entered a new
partnership with the RBC Blue Water Project. Other sponsors have returned again, and special recognition
should go to SKM which has been as sponsor in each of the four years of the Program. I would also like to
acknowledge the generous contribution of Board member, Professor John Langford AM, who donated
funds to support one participant this year.
If we are able to maintain this increased level of sponsorship, the Trust will be self‐sustaining, although
we are always on the look‐out for new supporters.
The other big success this year has been the Peter Cullen Trust National Fellows Network (NFN), which has
gained momentum each year and is now thriving. The NFN is collaboratively contributing across
Australia's water sector. The Fellows are enriching each other's work, and benefiting their organisations as
well as the wider community. Many of our 59 Fellows provide input to water policy at the level of Federal,
State or Local government. They speak at conferences on behalf of the Trust, stimulating informed debate
and linking science to policy.
The Fellows have also organised a number of ‘intimate lunches’ with water industry leaders. The Fellows
are now becoming a real force to be reckoned with in Australian water politics.
Each year new Friends join the Trust and increasing numbers of Friends are contributing to our activities
by mentoring Fellows, and speaking at the Leadership Program, events, and professional development
sessions. A number of Friends of the Trust have published stimulating articles in our newsletter
“Bridging”.
We are fortunate to have a good Board whilst dedicated staff, Sandy and Emma, pull the show together.
Over 200 people have worked to make the Trust a success this year. Two of our volunteers deserve a
special mention for their indispensable gifts of time and talent: Leona Dwyer and Ann Milligan.
Thank you to the University of Canberra and the Institute for Applied Ecology for hosting the Trust. The
generosity of our many sponsors and gifts in kind help us to be frugal in the careful management of our
funds. This allows us to achieve the maximum impact with the resources we have.

Professor the Hon John Thwaites
Chair
Peter Cullen Water and Environment Trust
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Chief Executive’s Report
Give a man a fish & he will eat for a day
Teach him to fish & he will eat for a year
But, if you'll excuse my extension of this saying…

If we help leaders to better manage the water & the environment
We all can have food for generations to come
While the Trust contributes to more than those parts of the water sector relating to food, much of the work
of our Fellows and Friends relates to effective science, policy and management of rivers and rainwater in
urban and non‐urban contexts. Issues, for example, include water quality, sanitation, irrigation,
contamination, testing, Indigenous knowledge, catchment management, ecology, and urban water supply.
How does the Peter Cullen Trust 'Help leaders to better manage the water & the environment’?
The Trust runs three programs:
1. The Science to Policy Leadership Program,
2. The Fellows Mentoring Program, and the
3. PCT National Fellows Network.
The Leadership Program identifies mid‐career ‘rising stars’ who are considered, by senior members of their
organisations, to be Australia’s likely future leaders in the water space.
The Leadership Program provides common experiences as a group. However, learnings are very much
individualised, encouraging participants to identify and focus on ways of improving their leadership strengths
and countering their leadership weaknesses back in their workplace. This program is designed for outcomes.
We expect to see a positive impact on our Fellows’ workplaces as well as an invigoration of their individual
careers. Graduates of this Program become Fellows of the Peter Cullen Trust.
The Fellows Mentoring Program provides Fellows with access to mentoring from some of the many great
minds in the water space from across all states and territories of Australia – Friends of the Peter Cullen Trust.
These people are invited to be Friends as a result of their contributions to Australia. New Friends this year
include Department Heads, CEOs, scientists and retired politicians. This is an exceptionally valuable
opportunity for Fellows.
The PCT National Fellows Network (NFN) is now thriving. Fellows network with each other and with Friends
of the Trust both formally and informally to contribute to and enhance each‐others’ work. This wonderful
group of change‐makers publishes, presents at conferences, has input into Government documents,
contributes to the development of the Trust and leads groups ‘on the ground’. After the 2013 Graduation we
will have 59 Fellows in the NFN all of whom have access to the NFN portal on our new website.
Overall, this year we have partnered with the RBC Blue Water Project, been the beneficiary of a
philanthropist Professor John Langford AM, and have been approached by more sponsors than we have been
able to accommodate. The Trust has contributed to conferences, debates and publications including
‘RipRap’, and our newsletter ‘Bridging’ has ever increasing readers.
The Trust is making a difference around the country right now –
and no doubt will continue to do so into the future.
Dr Sandy Hinson
Chief Executive, Peter Cullen Water and Environment Trust
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Board Report
The Board of the Peter Cullen Water &
Environment Trust oversees the sound
governance and management of the
Trust’s funds and programs. Its Directors
are leaders and emerging leaders in water
and environment politics, thinking, science
and management.
The Trust is fortunate that three of the
seven original Directors — the Chair
Professor the Hon John Thwaites, Dr John
Williams and Professor John Langford AM
— have been available to be on the Board
continuously from its inception in 2009
until 2013.
Other projects have now called Dr John
Williams away: he resigned in March 2013.
The Board has invited Professor Craig
Pearson, a Friend of the Trust, to fill that
seat.

Board Directors

The Board met four times during 2012–13 and
Directors attended the following numbers of
meetings:
Professor the Hon John Thwaites: 4
Professor John Langford AM: 2
Dr John Williams: 2 (resigned March 2013)
Dr Sarina Loo: 2
Mr Brett Tucker: 4
Dr Kirsten Shelly: 3
Professor Craig Pearson: 1 (joined May 2013)
The Board has two subcommittees. The
Leadership Program Committee comprises:
Professor the Hon John Thwaites (Chair),
Professor John Langford AM, Dr Kirsten Shelly,
Brett Tucker and Dr Sandy Hinson (CEO). It
met 2 times during 2012–13.
The Finance Committee, which meets
quarterly, comprised Brett Tucker and
Dr Sandy Hinson during 2012–13. The Trust
has been fully audited.

Professor the Hon.
John Thwaites

Professor
John Langford AM

Professor Thwaites was Deputy
Premier of Victoria 1999–2007 and a
member of the Victorian Parliament
1992–2007, during which he held
several Ministries including
Environment, Water, Planning, and
Sustainability and Livability. John
Thwaites is currently a Professorial
Fellow at Monash University and Chair
of several bodies including the
Monash Sustainability Institute,
ClimateWorks Australia, and the Peter
Cullen Trust.

Professor Langford AM is the Director
of Uniwater, a major research
collaboration between the University
of Melbourne and Monash University.
He was Chair of the boards of the CRCs
for Freshwater Ecology and Catchment
Hydrology, and has been Executive
Director of the Water Services
Association of Australia (the peak body
of the Australian urban water
industry), and Managing Director of
the Rural Water Corporation,
Victoria’s state‐wide irrigation and
rural water authority.
5
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Dr Sarina Loo

Brett Tucker

Dr Loo is the Director of River and
Wetland Health, Victorian
Department of Environment and
Primary Industries. Dr Loo leads the
development, implementation and
evaluation of policy to ensure
integrated river health
management. She was a lecturer in
post‐graduate studies at Swinburne
University of Technology and has
been an independent consultant to
government and private business.
She participated in the inaugural
Peter Cullen Trust Leadership
Program in 2010 and has since
joined the Board of the Peter
Cullen Trust.

Mr Tucker was appointed CEO of the
NSW State Water Corporation in
August 2011. Prior to his
appointment Brett was Managing
Director of Murrumbidgee Irrigation
Ltd, providing water supply, drainage
and environmental services to over
3,200 customer/shareholders in the
Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area. Brett
has worked within the irrigation
industry in various capacities for the
last 20 years including five years
managing his own consulting
business, advising industry and
government in the areas of research,
business development and policy
formulation.

Dr Kirsten Shelly

Professor Craig
Pearson

Dr Shelly became a Fellow of the
Peter Cullen Trust in 2011. From
late 2011, Kirsten worked in the
office of the Minister for Energy &
Water Security as Senior Policy
Adviser for Water Security, a role in
which she gained valuable insight
into the nexus of politics, policy
and science. Kirsten is now a
Director in the Queensland
Department of Energy and Water
Supply, contributing to
Queensland’s current and future
water strategies.

Professor Pearson is the former
Professor of Sustainability at the
Melbourne Sustainable Society
Institute (MSSI), the University of
Melbourne. He was founding
Director of MSSI and previously held
positions as Professor of Agriculture
and Pro‐Vice‐Chancellor/Dean at the
Universities of Queensland and
Guelph, Canada, and as a Professor
or Honorary Professor at Sydney and
Charles Sturt Universities and CSIRO.
He was also Chief Scientist in the
Australian Government’s Bureau of
Rural Science, now ABARES.
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Staff and Volunteers
Dr Sandy Hinson

Emma Higgisson
Office Manager

Dr Sandra Hinson is an organisational
sociologist who for seven years ran a
management consulting business,
which she eventually sold. She has
managed various organisations and
has established five entities prior to
the Peter Cullen Trust. Dr Hinson has
experience consulting for government,
community and corporate
organisations and has served on
several Boards and key committees
including the Defence Industry
Advisory Group and the Council of
Australian Business Ltd (ACT). She has
also served as an expert witness in
Federal and State Government
enquiries and currently consults on an
occasional basis.

Emma Higgisson is the Trust’s office
manager. She has over 20 years
administrative and training and
development experience in both the
government and private sectors.

Chief Executive Officer
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Emma is nearing completion of a
Bachelor of Training and Development
and holds qualifications in developing
and assessing Vocational Education
and Training courses and in designing
and developing online learning.

Leona Dwyer
Volunteer

Ann Milligan
Volunteer and ‘Bridging’

Leona Dwyer was born, educated and
worked in Brisbane for private
enterprise as well as Federal
Government departments. She
specialised in Administrative,
Executive Assistant and Client Service
for which she was recognised in 2004.
Leona has been a member of the
Toastmasters International
organisation since August 1989 which
has given her self‐confidence and a
willingness to volunteer. Since joining
the Peter Cullen Trust as a volunteer
she has found the atmosphere an
inspiring one and the people very
caring about the environment.

Ann Milligan edits and writes about
natural resources and their
management. She is an Honours
graduate in agricultural science from
UWA, and worked on plant nutrition
and movement of saline groundwater
in field‐based research for CSIRO (WA
and SA) for 11 years. Now living in ACT
she managed communication for both
the CRC for Freshwater Ecology (after
Peter Cullen retired as Director in
2002) and later eWater CRC, where
she continued as a writer until 2012.
She was administrator for the Peter
Cullen Trust during 2010, and
continues to offer help with the Trust’s
communication.

Highlights of the Year
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Friends of the Peter Cullen Trust
The Friends of the Peter Cullen Trust include over 100 senior leaders and thinkers in
water and environment. They are central to our work.
Friends and colleagues of the late Peter Cullen met in June 2008 to discuss how to
honour his memory and build on his contributions to Australia and inland water
management.
Founding Friends of the Trust have since been joined, through invitations from the
Board, by many other influential people in the water and environment sector.
Friends of the Peter Cullen trust are invited to share their expertise, time and
enthusiasm with others involved with the Trust. Friends can contribute to our programs,
publish in our partner industry magazines, put articles in our newsletter ‘Bridging’, and
mentor our Fellows.
Friends support the Trust by mentoring our Fellows, contributing to our publications,
running sessions during the Leadership Program, speaking at events, attending lunches
and the graduation event, donating items for auction, writing for ‘Bridging’ and assisting
with Fellows’ professional development activities.
There is no cost to become a Friend. Friends contribute as little or as much as they wish
in areas that are within their areas of expertise.
Current Friends of the Peter Cullen Trust are listed on our website
www.petercullentrust.com.au. Each month new Friends join the Trust.
We thank the many Friends who have contributed to the Trust’s success in 2012–13.
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Friends of the Peter Cullen Trust
Prof Don Aitkin AO

Peter Cundall AM

Prof Gary Jones

Prof Craig Pearson

Dr Cameron Archer
AM

Chris Davis

Prof David Karoly

Prof Hugh Possingham

Prof Glyn Davis AC

Graeme Kelleher AO

Dr Ian Prosser

Darryl Day

Hon John Kerin AM

Robert Purves AM

Dr Diana Day

Ian Kiernan AO

Prof Gerry Quinn

Maj Gen Steve Day

Ian Kowalick AM

Prof Ian Rae

Jim Donaldson

Prof Sam Lake

John Riddiford

Dr Jane Doolan

Prof John Langford AM

Kathy Ridge

Graham Dooley

Ian Lawrence

John Ringham

Bruce Finney

Matthew Linnegar

Hon Stephen Robertson

Tim Fisher

Mike Logan

Dr Ian Rutherfurd

Campbell Fitzpatrick

Dr Siwan Lovett

Dr Sarah Ryan

Prof Tim Flannery

Hon Karlene Maywald

Rob Skinner

Robert Freeman

Anthony McAlary

Jeff Smith

Ticky Fullerton

Pat McCafferty

Paula Steyer

Prof Arthur Georges

Jim McDonald

Tim Stubbs

Peter Gooday

Caroline McFarlane OAM

Prof Geoff Syme

Dr Sue Briggs AM

Prof Quentin Grafton

Robyn McLeod

Wayne Tennant

Prof Stuart Bunn

Prof Paul Greenfield AO

Tom Mollenkopf

Prof Bruce Thom AM

Joel Byrnes

Lynne Griffiths

Dr Katie Moon

Dr Neil Byron

Brian Grogan, OAM

Prof Chris Moran

Prof the Hon John
Thwaites

James Cameron

Dr Graham Harris

Dr Steve Morton

Prof Andrew Campbell

Dr John Harris

Dr Karen Mow

Hon Bob Carr

Peter Harris AO

Dr Kerri Muller

Chris Chesterfield

David Harriss

Chloe Munro

Prof David Choquenot

Prof Barry Hart AM

Dr Rory Nathan

Mark Clarke

Simon Hatcher

Brian Nicholas

Greg Claydon

Dr Steve Hatfield‐Dodds

Dr Peter O’Brien

Dr Daniel Connell

Peter Hayes

Dr Conall O’Connell

Peter Cosier

David Heeps

Prof Ian O’Connor

Steve Costello

Lyn Holdsworth OAM

Dr Ralph Ogden

Dr Wendy Craik AM

Prof Jane Hughes

Mike Paine

Belinda Cullen

Dr Paul Humphries

Prof David Pannell

Dr Jason Cummings

Prof Tony Jakeman

Wej Paradice AM

Gen Michael Jeffery AC,
CVO, MC

Mark Pascoe

Emeritus Prof Angela
Arthington
Scott Ashby
Dr Subho Banerjee
Anne Barker
Prof Snow Barlow
Dr Graeme Batley
Prof Robin Batterham
Jon Black
Dr Don Blackmore AM
Dr Stuart Blanch
Lynton Bond
Leith Boully
Emeritus Prof Kath
Bowmer

David Trebeck
Brett Tucker
Dr Rob Vertessy
Asa Wahlquist
Prof Keith Walker
Dr Peter Wallbrink
Dr John Whittington
Dr John Williams
Prof John Williams
Greg Wilson
Mark Wootton
Hon David Wotton AM
Prof Mike Young

9

The Peter Cullen Trust Science to Policy Leadership Program

The Peter Cullen Trust Science to Policy Leadership Program is specifically geared towards
enhancing positive work in water and catchment management, policy and practice across
Australia. In 2013, the program focus was on Urban Water.
For the program, the Trust targets passionate, intelligent, motivated people, with a history
of success. The selection process is rigorous and participants who are shortlisted are
selected on the basis of merit with an occasional adjustment so as to optimise the range of
the group.
Successful participants graduate to become Fellows of the Peter Cullen Water and
Environment Trust and members of the PCT National Fellows Network.

Learning Objectives of the Leadership Program


Understanding and enhancing the role of science in the policy development process.



Communicating and influencing effectively in policy and political environments.



Developing the leadership qualities required to make a difference in river and catchment
management.

Each year the Trust offers organisations opportunities to sponsor one of their own people
to join the Program and benefit their organisation as a whole.
To find out more about this opportunity contact Dr Sandy Hinson, CEO, on 0407 589 304
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Science to Policy Leadership Program

“The speakers brought in to
discuss various components were
great and provided for educated
debate. I felt strongly engaged by
the other participants in the group
and was impressed by what 15
minds can achieve in unison.”
Program Participant, 2013

“The program gave me the
confidence to form a vision
and go for it; to step forward
into ambiguous situations
and not be scared.”

“The course is so well designed
it transforms people.”
Program Participant, 2012

Program Participant, 2012

“It was highly diverse with every
element aimed at challenging and
exposing my individual leadership
style and thinking about how it
could be enhanced into the
future.”
Program Participant, 2013

“All the speakers were excellent,
challenging, motivational and
representing a good range of
interests. The experiential
leadership part was very well
structured, emotional and moving
and gave great challenges to take
home.”
Program Participant, 2013

“I’ve improved my networking
skills. Such acceleration is
invaluable.”
Program Participant, 2012

“It’s been amazing and I’m a
different person because of this
program.”
Program Participant, 2012
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15 new Fellows of the Peter Cullen Trust
All sponsored positions are co‐sponsored by the PCT
Greg Bain works
with Melbourne
Water. During his
career so far, which
has included work at
Greening Australia,
he has gained
significant operational and strategic
waterway management experience,
leading programs to protect and
improve waterways and manage
important biodiversity values. He has
developed conservation plans and
river health strategies, community
engagement and extension
programs.
(Co‐sponsor: Melbourne Water)
Emma Carmody is a
public interest
environmental
lawyer at the
Environmental
Defender’s Office
NSW, with particular
expertise in water law and policy. She
has several years of experience as an
in‐house lawyer and an independent
consultant collaborating with NGOs
and government departments to
improve environmental policy. Emma
has a keen interest in writing and
publishing.
(Co‐sponsor: RBC Blue Water Project)
Matthew Fullerton
is a Principal Policy
Officer with the
Queensland
Government. He is
currently working
on an $8m water‐
way restoration and resilience
investment program. Matthew has
lived in Asia, UK and USA, studying
globalisation and politics in UK, and
urban and environmental planning at
Griffith University in Queensland. He
looks forward to bringing science and
policy together to rehabilitate the
state’s natural assets.
(Co‐sponsor: Queensland Government)
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Brendan Barry
manages significant
water assets for
Tandou Limited in
the southern
Murray‐Darling
Basin. He has been
an active member of the Lower
Murray Water (Vic.) Customer
Consultative Committee and the
South Western Water Users (NSW)
and an advocate and negotiator on
water issues. Brendan is based at
Mildura, Victoria, and has lived and
worked with irrigation enterprises all
his life.
(Co‐sponsors: CRDC/Cotton Australia)
Dr Amber Clarke is
the manager of
waterway policy and
strategy at the
Victorian
Department of
Environment and
Primary Industries. She leads the
development of state policy to guide
management of Victoria’s waterways
over the next eight years, combining
policy, politics, science and
stakeholder engagement in this role.
For her PhD Amber studied macro‐
invertebrates in headwater streams.
(Co‐sponsor: Victoria Department of
Environment and Primary Industries)
Dr William Glamore
is a Senior Research
Fellow at the
University of New
South Wales Water
Research
Laboratory. William
provides specialist research and
technical advice on the surface‐water
and groundwater dynamics of
estuaries, wetlands, rivers, dams and
coastal environments. William is
currently involved in several large
wetland restoration projects
throughout Australia.
(Co‐sponsor: Water Research
Laboratory, University of NSW)

Emma Bishop is a
senior policy adviser
with the Office of
Living Victoria. She
specialises in
integrated water
cycle management,
and currently is developing key
reforms to building and planning
controls to improve the water
performance of new buildings and
developments. Emma’s background
includes environmental engineering
and hydrological modelling for
catchment management and water
allocations.
(Co‐sponsor: Office of Living Victoria)
Dena Fam is a Senior
Consultant at the
Institute for
Sustainable Futures in
Sydney. Her recent
focus has been on
designing, researching
and advocating for alternative
sanitation systems to manage sewage
sustainably and reduce impacts of
micro pollutants and nutrients in
waterways. Dena facilitates
collaboration between disciplines,
perspectives and knowledge in water
management.
(Co‐sponsor: RBC Blue Water Project)
Jonathan La Nauze
currently manages
the Australian
Conservation
Foundation’s
Healthy Ecosystems
Program. He is also
Deputy Chair of the Forest
Stewardship Council of Australia, and
previously has helped achieve a
250,000 ha River Red Gum reserve
system that incorporates Indigenous
joint management agreements. His
aim is to facilitate a more
environmentally just society.
(Co‐sponsor: Prof John Langford AM)

All sponsored positions are co‐sponsored by the PCT
Dr David Lemon
leads the Water
Informatics Stream
for the CSIRO Water
for a Healthy
Country Research
Flagship, in
Canberra. The Stream’s work in
designing structures and properties
of systems so they best deliver
information to specific audiences is
recognised as world’s best practice.
Before joining CSIRO, David worked
with engineering consultants in
environmental information.
(Co‐sponsor: CSIRO)

Dave Miller, based
in Kempsey, NSW,
leads a team of 10
water planners for
the NSW Office of
Water. In the 1990s
he pioneered
community‐based resource
management, and he led ‘macro’
water‐sharing of unregulated rivers
and groundwater systems in the
2000s. Dave develops policy and
water‐sharing plans, including social
and physical aspects, for water
resources in northern NSW.
(Co‐sponsor: NSW Office of Water)

Dr Barbara Robson
leads the Aquatic
Systems Modelling
Team at CSIRO Land
and Water in
Canberra,
researching flow,
water quality and algal dynamics in
rivers, estuaries and coastal waters.
She believes models help in
predicting how natural waters will
respond to change, and that
modellers should also do fieldwork.
Barbara is an Associate Editor of a
leading environmental journal.
(Co‐sponsor: CSIRO)

Dr Andrew Sharpe
is an environmental
consultant with
SKM, and is that
company’s Practice
Leader for
Environmental
Flows. Andrew helped update the
Victorian method (FLOWS) for
determining rivers’ environmental
flow requirements and collaborated
with government agencies and
researchers to develop the Victorian
Environmental Flows Monitoring and
Assessment Program.
(Co‐sponsor: Sinclair Knight Merz)

Bridget Wetherall is
an environmental
professional based
at the Office of Living
Victoria. She works
with stakeholders to
integrate urban and
water planning via new business
structures and processes. Bridget has
had wide experience, including as a
member of the Melbourne Water
Supply Demand Strategy team that
delivered a 50‐year sustainable water
strategy for Melbourne.
(Co‐sponsor: Office of Living Victoria)

Nerida Wilson is the
acting Director of
the National Water
Information Section
at Geoscience
Australia in
Canberra. She
manages maintenance of the
database that informs national water
accounting and resource
assessments. Nerida has applied her
spatial analysis skills to a range of
environmental and transport
applications using elevation, land and
water information.
(Co‐sponsor: Geoscience Australia)
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Peter Cullen Trust
National Fellows Network
Fellows of the Peter Cullen Water & Environment Trust come
from across Australia and a range of occupations and
disciplines. They are united in all having successfully
completed one of the Trust’s ‘Science to Policy’ Leadership
Programs.
Fellows are based in northern and southern Western Australia, and in both Darwin and
Alice Springs in Northern Territory, and in south‐east Queensland, metropolitan and rural
Victoria and NSW, in Adelaide (South Australia) and in Canberra (ACT).
This group of leaders in the water and environment sectors has been evolving and taking
on new leadership roles ever since the first 15 Fellows graduated in November 2010. The
National Fellows Network (NFN) was agreed upon in November 2012. It is helping link the
varied talents of the rapidly enlarging group of Fellows (now 44 and perhaps soon 59),
and bridge their capabilities and interests, to the benefit of each other, the Trust, and the
Australian water and environment sector as a whole.
The NFN has four objectives (see graphic), and has set itself communication protocols and
joint initiatives so the group can help strengthen the outputs achievable by the Peter
Cullen Trust.

Objectives of the National Fellows Network
Objective 1: Support each other’s career development and continuous learning
through sharing among the Fellows.
Objective 2: Promote informed exchange and debate on important water issues
by providing a knowledge bank and an informed source of advice.
Objective 3: Plant new seeds of environmental health in the community.
Objective 4: Promote the role of the Peter Cullen Trust Leadership Programs in
developing new leadership skills in Australia.

The NFN is supporting the aims and goals of the Peter Cullen Trust both through the
Fellows’ everyday roles and also as a Network of connected professionals. This year the
Fellows have been involved with the Trust at an organisational level, as well as on the
Board (Dr Sarina Loo and Dr Kirsten Shelly are Board Directors) and in contributing to the
Trust’s policy and outcomes.
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National Fellows Network Report 2013
Getting to know each other
The Fellows have a reunion each year at the time of the next Fellows’ graduation. It comprises
group training, a gathering to welcome the new Fellows, and social outings. These reunions
are important for cementing who we are and what we do. In training at the 2012 reunion, for
instance, Friend of the Trust Dr Siwan Lovett used a combination of humour, YouTube,
anecdotes and group break‐outs to demonstrate the power of story‐telling in communicating.
She showed us how a ‘story spine’ could help us reveal our creativity, and as a result we were
able to tell the group an array of funny and inspiring stories. One or two Fellows volunteer to
organise each year’s reunion, to which we pay our own way. Although not all Fellows can
attend, each reunion includes a cross‐section of the group from all years.
In Victoria in 2013 the Fellows have networked informally, organised by Linda Christesen
(2011), and they have also represented the Trust at three ‘intimate lunches’, with guest
speakers arranged by Chris Arnott (2010) to lead each conversation. Gavin Hanlon, Managing
Director of Goulburn‐Murray Water; Cheryl Batagol, Chairman of the Victorian EPA; and Rob
Skinner (Friend of the Trust), Professorial Fellow and Director of Monash University’s Water
for Liveability Centre and Deputy Chair of the CRC for Water Sensitive Cities, have been the
speakers. Topics so far have included challenges in catchment and water management,
leadership, managing change, perceptions of risk, and the importance of having professional
and personal values.
Fellows in South East Queensland (SEQ) are also active. Kaye Cavanagh (2011) arranged an
‘intimate lunch’ in October for Friends and Fellows (with funding support from E2DesignLab),
with Emeritus Professor Barry Hart, Friend of the Trust and Chair of a large number of
scientific advisory committees, as guest speaker. Dr Tanzi Smith (2012) organised an informal
kayak trip for Trust people in September, paddling along the Mary River to see the results of
work by community groups and regional bodies (which she partly coordinates).
Overcoming distance creatively, the Fellows based in northern Australia held a tele‐chat in
May. Nine Fellows joined in from Darwin, the Kimberley, Brisbane, Melbourne and Canberra
to discuss water resource management, irrigation and agricultural management and
research, shale gas management, Indigenous economic development, regional policy, and
river research to support biodiversity conservation.
Dr Clare Taylor (2010) organised the teleconference and gained
sponsorship for it from the National Water Commission. The
Fellows agreed to hold quarterly catch‐ups to continue this
discussion and to identify ways of promoting the value of
northern Australia’s river systems.
Most of the 44 Fellows have been involved in one or more
activities so far, helping us get to know each other both across
state/territory borders and across the several year groups.

…contd pg 16
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National Fellows Network Report contd…

Professional interactions
The Fellows represented the Trust at two significant events in 2013. First, Dr Kirsten Shelly
(2011), Dr Tanzi Smith (2012) and Dr Carolina Casaril (2011) attended the annual Peter Cullen
Memorial Lecture hosted by the Australian Rivers Institute and Professor Stuart Bunn (Friend
of the Trust). The evening celebrated the career of Emeritus Professor Angela Arthington
(Friend of the Trust).
A few days later, the Fellows, coordinated by Kaye Cavanagh (2011), ran a special Peter Cullen
Trust Fellows session at the 16th International Riversymposium in Brisbane, titled ‘Linking
people, projects and pathways to achieve our purpose’. It focused on communicating about
river management, and on how research is conceived, conducted, communicated and linked
to decisions and policy at community, local government and state government levels.
Professor Michael Douglas (2011), Dr Cuan Petheram (2012) and Dr Richard Benyon (2011) all
gave short talks, following an introduction by Dr Kirsten Shelly backed by a video made by
Tyler Smith (2010) about the Trust. Dr Philip Wallis (2010) helped by Kirsten, Tanzi and Kaye
ran a World Café discussion for the audience of about 40 people. This has resulted in a
discussion paper.
This team of Fellows at Riversymposium also organised a lunchtime‐showing of the short
video made by the 2012 Fellows group. The video and a companion brochure outline
potential issues in development of northern Australia, and were produced as a direct result of
this group’s 2012 Leadership Program. A short article is also published in ‘RipRap’ magazine
issue 36, and five of the 2012 Fellows are now contributing to a White Paper on the topic.
Many Fellows contribute to significant conferences. For example, Dr Katherine Daniell (2010)
co‐organised the ‘Practical Responses to Climate Change’ conference in May 2012, involving
11 other Fellows. Ten Fellows (2011) presented a joint paper, spoken by Dr Carolina Casaril
(2011), in relation to policy decisions for coal seam gas (CSG) operations, which was a direct
result of the 2011 Leadership Program. Dr Philip Wallis (2010) and Dr Dominic Skinner (2011)
also spoke on their work. Katherine also arranged two French–Australian Land and Water
Forums. The second, in Canberra in 2013, included presentations by Jeremy Cox (2012) and
Dr Carmel Pollino (2012) introducing the 2012 Fellows’ video (see above), and Dr Anne
Poelina (2011) about Indigenous land management. (Anne has also written on this for
‘RipRap’ magazine no.36.) Other examples: Ross Hardie (2010) co‐organised the 6th Australian
Stream Management Conference early in 2012, at which Dr Sarina Loo (2010), Dr Geoff Vietz
(2010), Dr Simon Treadwell (2011) and Ross himself
all gave papers. Also, Dr Sarina Loo led the development and
stakeholder engagement for the new ‘Draft Victorian Water
Management Strategy’ up to December 2012, and that
process involved three Fellows.
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National Fellows Network Report contd…
Helping bridge science, policy and stakeholders
The Fellows are all actively engaged in science‐based policy, management of water and
environment and/or coordinating diverse understandings. Here are a few examples.
Dr Margaret Ayre (2010) integrates social and physical research teams, such as in the
Farmers, Rivers, Markets project, 2010–12. The SKM Fellows Stuart Richardson (2010), Dr
Richard Cresswell (2012) and Dr Simon Treadwell (2011) all work to understand the
interactions of CSG operations and the environment, and took part in an SKM webinar on the
topic in March 2013. Brendon Warnock (2012) is the grower representative for Cotton
Australia on the NSW Irrigators’ Council. Juanita Hamparsum (2010) is Acting Chair of the
Great Artesian Basin Coordinating Committee. Susan Madden (2011) represents landholders
in the Macquarie River area in policy negotiations. Her skills earned her the award for the
Macquarie Cotton Grower’s Young Achiever of the Year. Dr Paul Frazier (2012) evaluates
catchments, rivers and wetlands in the northern Murray‐Darling Basin for government and
community.
Dr Geoff Vietz (2010) helps arrange River Basin Management Society seminars on water‐
industry focused topics. Martin Lind (2012) bridges government and the community in
relation to water quality. Dr Deborah Nias (2010), via a Water Trust Alliance and community
water trusts, bridges government, community and environmental watering, helped by
professional filmmaker Tyler Smith (2010). Chris Arnott (2010) has committee roles in water
stewardship and catchment management policy. Clare Taylor (2010) researches water
management issues for the National Water Commission. Professor Michael Douglas (2011)
leads the Tropical Rivers and Coastal Knowledge Research Hub (TRaCK) with new insights
from a Fulbright Scholarship spent in USA. Dr Richard Benyon studies and communicates
sustainable ways to clean polluted waters in India. Susie Williams (2011) works on water
policy for remote communities. Professor Mark Taylor (2010) co‐leads a fight against residual
lead polluting Australian soils. Kaye Cavanagh organises stakeholder and community
discussions about catchment management. And the list goes on, with another 13 Fellows
also taking on new leadership responsibilities, often as a result of the Leadership Program.
Helping develop the Trust
The Trust accepts Fellows’ input in relation to events and organisation, separate from the
contributions of Board members Dr Kirsten Shelly and Dr Sarina Loo. This year and last year,
Fellows have also helped evaluate initial applications for the Science to Policy Leadership
Program. Our unique insight into the program can help to strengthen the ultimate network
through a shared vision for its membership. We also promote the Trust through our own
networks, encouraging participation in the Leadership Programs and
helping attract potential sponsors’ interest in the high calibre
Fellows Network. We are increasingly contributing articles of
interest to the newsletter ‘Bridging’, which communicates
to a broad audience in the water and environment sector,
and via the website.
Finally, at home
Dr Katherine Daniell, Dr Sarina Loo, Dr Philip Wallis, Penelope
Springham, Dr Geoff Vietz and Susie Williams have all welcomed
new babies into their families since 2010. And Dr Carolina Casaril
married her partner Niklas (three times) this year.
18

19

Fellows of the Peter Cullen Trust

Chris Arnott

Dr Margaret Ayre

Jeremy Cox

Dr Richard Cresswell Dr Katherine Daniell Prof Michael Douglas Dr Ben Dyer

Dr Suzanne Long

20

Dr Sarina Loo

Dr Richard Benyon

Dr Tamara Boyd

Dr Sandra Brizga

Dr Kath Lynch

Susan Madden

Dr Deborah Nias

Matt Salmon

Dr Kirsten Shelly

Dr Dominic Skinner

Dr Tanzi Smith

Tyler Smith

Prof Mark Taylor

Dr Simon Treadwell

Dr Geoff Vietz

Dr Philip Wallis

Brendon Warnock

Scott Buchanan

Jody Carew

Dr Carolina Casaril

Dr Paul Frazier

Juanita Hamparsum

Ross Hardie

Dr Cuan Petheram

Dr Anne Poelina

Dr Carmel Pollino

Penny Springham

Dr Clare Taylor

Andrew Westcott

Susie Williams

Kaye Cavanagh

Linda Christesen

Michelle Jacobs‐Walsh

Greg Raisin

Martin Lind

Stuart Richardson

21

Peter Cullen Trust Publications

Our quarterly newsletter, ‘Bridging’, is packed with interesting industry news and photos.
‘Bridging’ informs readers about new projects, gives fascinating glimpses into the work of
Fellows and Friends, and reports on the Leadership Program and projects around the
country.
The readership exceeds 50,000, including senior leaders, and it is distributed across all States
and Territories and sectors within the water and environment industry.

2012 Fellows Project
The ‘Water Resources of Northern Australia’ brochure and ‘Great northern land — a
southern myth?’ video are products of the project completed by the 2012 Fellows. "The
choice of topic was particularly influenced by the continued national interest in the
economic development of northern Australia. The region’s significant potential for
development is likely to drive demand for, and potentially increase risks to, the region's
water resources."

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a4s8ethxifA
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RipRap
‘RipRap’ is published by Friend of the Trust Dr Siwan Lovett, and it presents
articles about aspects of rivers, waterways and other natural resources
management.
This September 2013 issue concerns Kati Thanda–Lake Eyre. It contains Trust‐
sponsored articles by Fellows Dr Anne Poelina (2011) and the 2012 group,
coordinated by Jeremy Cox.
There is also an article by another Fellow (2010), Juanita Hamparsum, written in
her capacity as Acting Chair of the Great Artesian Basin Coordinating Committee.
See http://arrc.com.au/uncategorized/riprap‐edition‐36‐celebrating‐kati‐thanda‐lake‐eyre/

This Land Our Water
The late Peter Cullen speaks again, through his book sponsored by the Peter
Cullen Trust.
‘This Land Our Water: Water Challenges for the 21st Century’ is a beautifully
presented volume that, for the first time, publishes Peter Cullen’s last writings
and speeches.
‘This Land Our Water: Water Challenges for the 21st Century’ was initiated by
Peter’s wife, Reverend Vicky Cullen, and assembled with valuable assistance from
Dr John Williams, the former NSW Natural Resources Commissioner and former
Chief of CSIRO Land & Water. The book spans Peter’s voluminous output from
1990 to 2008.

Leadership Program Prospectus and Information Brochure

For more information or to obtain copies of
‘Bridging’, the Program Prospectus or Brochure,
or to purchase ‘This Land Our Water’, please
contact the Trust at:
office@petercullentrust.com.au
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Science to Policy Leadership Program
Graduation Dinner 2012
A substantial audience of influential people in water and environment heard an

outstanding presentation by the new Fellows of the Trust, and engaged in the general
discussion afterwards.
On a balmy evening at the Deck restaurant overlooking Lake Burley Griffin, the Trust’s
Friends, guests and Fellows then enjoyed lively chat and a delicious dinner. The evening
included the guest speaker, the presentation of certificates by Friend of the Trust Hon
Karlene Maywald, who is now Chair of the National Water Commission, and the
fundraising auction.
Friend of the Trust Major General Michael Jeffery AC AO(Mil) CVO MC, was the guest
speaker. His speech gave an overview of the urgent need to increase soil carbon and
organic matter and soil health across Australia. Soil loss and landscape degradation are
issues of national importance, and regenerative management is urgently needed, he said.
Major General Jeffery drew attention to the ‘Soils for Life’ program which he chairs, and a
recent report, ‘Innovations for Regenerative Landscape Management’, on its website. In
October, Prime Minister Julia Gillard appointed Michael Jeffery to the new role ‘Advocate
for Soil Health’, a role in which he is able to use his considerable influence to advocate for
informed management of soils.
The annual fundraising auction was compered by Friend of the Trust Professor Gary Jones.
Two very talented award‐winning artists donated paintings — the third year they have
done so! Thank you to Emeritus Professor Kathleen Bowmer, Friend of the Trust, for four
artworks including two landscapes: ‘From Pomingalarna near Wagga Wagga’, and
‘Yackandandah No. 1’. Thank you also to Kathy McLaren for her paintings ‘Wetlands’, and
‘Morning’. Several Fellows of the Trust also contributed items. Dr Philip Wallis and the
Systemic Governance Research Program at Monash donated the book ‘Growing Wings on
the Way: Systems Thinking for Messy Situations’; Susan Madden and Macquarie Food
and Fibre where Susan is Executive Officer donated a hamper of local produce; and
Dr Carolina Casaril donated three days of beachside accommodation.
Canberra and Sydney‐based businesses were also repeat donors to this annual auction.
The Trust thanks Federal Golf Club (a valuable golfing voucher), Earth Basics (earth‐
friendly products), Hiscocks Saddlery (RM Williams shirts), Posh Pots (large flowerpot),
Archetype IT (IT help), Cube Furniture (extremely comfortable high‐design eco‐chairs),
Skydive the Beach Sydney (skydive vouchers), Vibrant Trends (bag and iPad envelope),
and Delightful Baskets (hamper).
Of course, the success of a fundraising auction depends on the buyers too, and a number
of generous Friends, Fellows and guests were able to take home the treasures they had
bought, for their and the Trust’s mutual benefit.
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Peter Cullen Trust partnering with the RBC Blue Water Project
In 2013, the Trust was proud to receive financial support from the RBC Blue Water Project.
The support awarded is a partnership arrangement between the RBC Blue Water Project and the Trust.
We are delighted that the bank has identified the Peter Cullen Water & Environment Trust as worthy of
support.

Managing Director, Dominic Hudson, handing the RBC Blue Water Project cheque, supporting the work of the Peter
Cullen Trust, to Trust CEO Dr Sandy Hinson (3rd from left) in Sydney in June. Also pictured left to right, are Suzanne
Wilson, Amy Webb, Russell Karlson and Robert McCormack, members of RBC’s senior management team in Australia.

Practising for Blue Water Day 2014
In 2014, the Trust will be promoting the RBC Blue Water Project Blue Water Day on June 12th.
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Major Sponsors for 2013

A very generous donation!
The Trust is extremely grateful for a donation of $20,000 by Professor John
Langford AM, one of our Board of Directors.

