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The late Peter Cullen is remembered for his superb capacity
to synthesise and communicate complex ideas, simply and
clearly, to local communities, policy makers and politicians in
a way that supported them to make decisions and take action.

ABOUT THE PETER CULLEN WATER & ENVIRONMENT TRUST
The vision of the Peter Cullen Trust is to help bridge science, people and
the environment.
Our mission is to encourage science-based management of all water systems
and the environment through supporting and developing leadership, bringing
networks together and promoting discussion and debate.
We have five goals:
• Strengthen understandings and cooperation between stakeholders in Australian
water and environment management.
• Support the Peter Cullen Trust National Fellows Network in building a vibrant and
connected network of Fellows to facilitate their development and knowledge-sharing
within and beyond the Peter Cullen Trust.
• Promote informed exchange and debate on important water-management issues.
• Foster and maintain networks within and across all areas of water-system
management.
• Work towards the Trust becoming a self-sustaining entity and all major programs
becoming self-funding.

HOW WE WORK TOGETHER AT THE PETER CULLEN TRUST

BOARD

The Peter Cullen Trust runs largely on goodwill and voluntary inputs
by its Board, Friends, Fellows and several office staff, supported
by the generous contributions of our sponsors.
Friends of the Trust are leaders in the water and
environment sectors who have accepted the Board’s
invitation to be a Friend and contribute in any way
they wish, to help the Trust, its Fellows and its work.
Fellows are the ‘rising stars’ who have successfully
taken part in the Trust’s Science-to-Policy
Leadership Program, which has now
completed five years (2010–14 inclusive).

CEO
ADMINISTRATION
VOLUNTEERS
FRIENDS
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FELLOWS

This diagram shows the relationship between
the Board, Friends, Fellows and the Trust
office.
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INTRODUCTION FROM THE CHAIR
The National Water Commission closed in December 2014 after 10 years as
Australia’s independent voice on national water issues. I am sure that Peter Cullen,
a founding commissioner, would have been disappointed at its demise.
The Commission has provided independent oversight of the progress of water
reform in Australia. It has promoted achievements in water management and
thrown a spotlight on areas that need improvement. It has helped governments,
water authorities and the community better understand water management and
its interaction with the environment. Perhaps most importantly it has helped promote
a national approach to water and fostered collaboration between the Commonwealth
and the states. Water does not stop at state boundaries.
Peter Cullen was a leading voice for a national approach to water and one of the main
proponents of the National Water Commission and the National Water Initiative that is
also 10 years old in 2014. After Peter died in 2008, the National Water Commission
made a generous contribution of $1 million to establish a trust in his name.
The Board of the Peter Cullen Trust decided that one of the most useful things we
could do to further Peter’s legacy would be to help ‘rising stars’ in the water industry
and academia learn some of the skills of leadership, politics and communication
for which Peter was justly renowned. At the end of 2014 more than 70 Fellows from
almost every Australian state and territory have completed the Leadership Program
the Trust now runs.
These Fellows constitute a national network of water leaders who will promote
collaboration across the states and territories and across water sectors. The National
Water Commission has many things of which it can be proud, and supporting this
network of emerging water leaders is one of them.
In a lasting acknowledgement of the Commission’s pivotal role in the Trust, the Board
decided to award a National Water Commission Fellowship. The 2014 National Water
Commission Fellow of the Peter Cullen Trust is Ms Lori Gould.
The Peter Cullen Trust can only complete its important work with the support
of our sponsors. I would like to thank our sponsors and Friends of the Trust who
make generous contributions. I particularly note the Royal Bank of Canada which
has enabled the Trust to provide scholarships for four positions in the Leadership
Programs: two in 2013 and two in 2014. I would also like to mention Professor
John Langford AM, Friend of the Trust, Board member and philanthropist, who
has personally funded the training of one Fellow in 2013 and one in 2014.
Professor the Hon. John Thwaites
Chair, Peter Cullen Water & Environment Trust
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REPORT FROM THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE
The Peter Cullen Trust trains, supports, develops and assists leaders from different
parts of the water sector with very different perspectives. These leaders collaborate
to have an impact on water management across the country.
The Trust completed its first five years, and its fifth Science-to-Policy Leadership
Program, at the end of 2014. July 2013 to December 2014 has been our most
successful 18-month period so far.
There are now 72 Fellows, many of whom have stepped out into stronger and more
adventurous leadership roles to benefit Australia’s water and environment sector
as a result of the Trust’s Program. Many of these Fellows have been sponsored
by their organisations or funded by generous donations (especially from Professor
John Langford AM).
The Trust is a high-value proposition for sponsors because we have good
governance through our experienced and involved Board, as well as frugality
and solid infrastructure. This has stood us in good stead in a time when several
thousand Australian charities have closed their doors.
Over 150 eminent Friends have joined the Trust and provide professional support
to the Fellows and the Peter Cullen Trust National Fellows Network. Through this
network, the Fellows support each other’s projects on the ground. They say, for
example, ‘… it is great to be part of a team … providing support, expertise and
inspiration’, and ‘… we have a diverse range of connected professionals we can
call on for advice and support’.
The Fellows work together to lead debate on matters of public policy and at events
such as Riversymposium. A number of Friends and Fellows took part in the Fellows
2014 Convention in Canberra in November 2014, discussing leadership, and the need
for the continuing development of leaders who can collaborate across the breadth
of Australia’s water users and policy makers. The report of the convention with its
conclusions is available from the Trust office.
The Trust is fortunate to have a flexible team of dedicated office staff and volunteers.
I also acknowledge again the farsightedness and commitment shown by the National
Water Commission in providing the Trust’s seed-funding in 2009, so that the Trust
can continue to build on the work of the late Professor Peter Cullen AO.
Dr Sandra Hinson
Chief Executive, Peter Cullen Water & Environment Trust
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MEET THE BOARD
Currently the Board of the Trust has seven directors, though there have been
eight in total during July 2013 – December 2014. Professors John Thwaites and
John Langford AM have been directors ever since the Trust formed, in mid 2009.
Brett Tucker and Professor Craig Pearson also have served on the Board for several
years. The other Board members are Fellows, gaining experience in directorship.
At 30 June 2014, Dr Sarina Loo (2010 Victorian Department of Sustainability and
Environment Fellow of the Trust) completed three years on the Board and stepped
down. Brendan Barry (2013 Cotton Australia/Cotton Research and Development
Corporation Fellow of the Trust) and Dr Paul Frazier (2011 Eco Logical Australia Fellow
of the Trust) began their terms on 1 July, joining Dr Kirsten Shelly (a 2011 Fellow of
the Trust) who has been a director for two years.

Professor the Hon. John Thwaites was Deputy Premier of Victoria 1999–2007,
and a member of the Victorian Parliament 1992–2007, during which time he
held several ministries including environment, water, planning, and climate change.
He has degrees in law and science, and before entering parliament he was a barrister
practising in planning and administrative law. John is currently a Professorial Fellow at
Monash University, and Chair of several bodies including the Monash Sustainability
Institute, Climate Works Australia, and the Peter Cullen Trust.
Professor John Langford AM is the Director of UniWater, a major research
collaboration between the University of Melbourne and Monash University.
He was Chair of the boards of the Cooperative Research Centres (CRCs) for
Freshwater Ecology and Catchment Hydrology, and has been Executive Director
of the Water Services Association of Australia (the peak body of the Australian urban
water industry), and Managing Director of the Rural Water Corporation, Victoria’s
statewide irrigation and rural water authority.
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Mr Brett Tucker is the Executive Manager Asset Development in the recently
formed Water NSW, after three years as Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of the NSW
State Water Corporation. Prior to this Brett spent seven years as Managing Director of
Murrumbidgee Irrigation Ltd. Brett has worked within the irrigation industry in various
capacities for the last 20 years including five years managing his own consulting
business, advising industry and government in the areas of research, business
development and policy formulation. Brett holds an Honours degree in Rural Science
from the University of New England and a Graduate Certificate in Accounting from
Charles Sturt University. Brett is a member of the Institute of Company Directors
and a Churchill Fellow.
Professor Craig Pearson was founding Director of the Melbourne Sustainable
Society Institute and previously held positions as Professor of Agriculture and
pro-Vice-Chancellor/Dean at the Universities of Queensland and Guelph, Canada,
and as a professor or honorary professor at Sydney and Charles Sturt Universities
and CSIRO. He was also Chief Scientist in the Australian Government’s Bureau of
Rural Science, now ABARES. Craig was awarded his profession’s AIAST Fellow,
and the Governor-General’s Sports Medal for service to turf industries, and he
has held a Rockefeller Foundation fellowship. He has co-written 11 books and
more than 120 scientific articles and book chapters. His recent work is in
sustainability, particularly societal transformation, land-use planning, and
food security.
Dr Sarina Loo has a new role in Victoria’s Department of Environment and
Primary Industries as the Manager of Catchment Governance, responsible for guiding
Catchment Management Authority Board processes. Sarina was formerly Director of
River and Wetland Health for the department, leading development, implementation
and evaluation of policy to ensure integrated river health management. She has been
a lecturer in postgraduate studies at Swinburne University of Technology and an
independent consultant.
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Dr Kirsten Shelly is a director in the Queensland Government. With a doctorate on
the impacts of climate change on phytoplankton, Kirsten has extensive knowledge of
studies in ecology, algal physiology and climate change. Kirsten was Project Manager
for the Ecological Management team of eWater CRC, working on a range of waterrelated projects across Australia. She moved to Queensland and the state public
service as Senior Policy Officer for Water Planning in the Department of Environment
and Resource Management. On graduating from the Peter Cullen Trust Leadership
Program in 2011, Kirsten joined the office of the Minister for Energy and Water
Security as Senior Policy Adviser for Water Security, a position from which she
was able to gain valuable insights into the political, policy and scientific nexus.
Brendan Barry has been involved in water and the Murray–Darling Basin for 35 years.
In his current role he manages the significant water assets of Tandou Limited, a major
water investment and agribusiness company in the southern Murray–Darling Basin.
During the recent drought Brendan joined the Lower Murray Water (Victoria)
Customer Consultative Committee to advocate a market solution to ensure the
survival of significant urban gardens throughout the Sunraysia area. In his two years
as secretary of South Western Water Users (NSW) he had regular contact with local
irrigator stakeholders and state and Commonwealth policy makers in concluding
the Murray–Darling Basin Plan process.
Dr Paul Frazier is currently a principal river scientist and associate with Eco Logical
Australia (ELA). In this role he coordinates and undertakes large projects including:
investigating the effects of regulation on river function and condition; development
of environmental flow options; linking river and riparian restoration to environmental
outcomes; expert advice to the Murray–Darling Basin Authority Sustainable Rivers
Audit on physical form assessment and modelling; mine site rehabilitation options
and monitoring design. Before joining ELA, Paul was a senior lecturer in remote
sensing/GIS and physical geography at the University of New England (2003– 08)
and a lecturer in physical geography at Charles Sturt University (1997– 2002).
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TRUST STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS
Dr Sandra Hinson, Chief Executive
Dr Sandra Hinson is an organisational sociologist who for seven years ran a
management consulting business, which she eventually sold. She has managed
various organisations and has established five entities prior to the Peter Cullen Trust.
Dr Hinson has experience consulting for government, community and corporate
organisations and has served on several boards and key committees including the
Defence Industry Advisory Group and the Council of Australian Business Ltd (ACT).
She has also served as an expert witness in federal and state government enquiries
and currently consults on an occasional basis.

Lindy Stein, Senior Administrator
Lindy joined the Trust in 2014 after returning from many years living overseas in
Switzerland, Solomon Islands, Vietnam and Fiji. Her early career was in international
development, working for AusAID as a graduate, and then in a number of regional and
non-government organisations as well as two federal government departments and
an international company. Lindy has a Bachelor of Asian Studies (Honours) degree,
majoring in Chinese, and studied in Beijing and Taiwan during her university years.

Natalie Ho, Finance Officer
Natalie Ho joined the Trust in 2014 after completing a Master of International
Business degree. Her background is in accounting, and she has been assisting
the Trust with bookkeeping and accounting work.

Leona Dwyer, volunteer
Leona was born and educated in Brisbane where she worked for private enterprise as
well as federal government departments. She specialised in administrative, executive
assistant and client service roles, for which she was recognised in 2004. Working as
a volunteer at the Peter Cullen Trust, Leona has found the atmosphere inspiring, and
the people very caring about the environment.
These people also helped the Trust during 2013–14, either as staff or as
volunteers: Jon Birchill, Meagan Cousins, Robyn Donda, Emma Higgisson,
Sylvia Knight, Sarah Lonsdale, Ann Milligan and Carol Sullivan.

Top photo from left:
Dr Sandra Hinson, Leona
Dwyer and Lindy Stein.
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FRIENDS OF THE PETER CULLEN TRUST
The Friends of the Peter Cullen Trust are 140 (and more) leading thinkers, including
scientists, policy makers and managers in the fields of water and the environment.
They are central to the work of the Trust.
Friends and colleagues of the late Peter Cullen met in June 2008 to discuss how
to honour his memory and build on his contributions to Australia and inland water
management.
Founding Friends of the Trust have since been joined, through invitations from the
Board, by many other influential people in the water and environment sector.
Friends of the Peter Cullen Trust are invited to share their expertise, time and
enthusiasm with others involved with the Trust. Friends support the Trust by mentoring
our Fellows, contributing to our publications, running sessions during the Leadership
Program, speaking at events, attending regional Fellows’ lunches and the graduation
event, donating items for auction, writing for the newsletter BRIDGING and assisting
with Fellows’ professional development activities.
There is no cost to become a Friend. Friends contribute as little or as much as they
wish in areas that are within their areas of expertise.
Current Friends of the Peter Cullen Trust are listed on the following page, and on our
website www.petercullentrust.com.au.
We thank the many Friends who have contributed to the Trust’s success in 2013–14.
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FRIENDS
Professor Don Aitkin AO
Dr Cameron Archer AM
Emeritus Professor
Angela Arthington
Scott Ashby
Dr Subho Banerjee
Anne Barker
Professor Snow Barlow
Dr Graeme Batley
Professor Robin Batterham
Jon Black
Dr Don Blackmore AM
Dr Stuart Blanch
Lynton Bond
Leith Boully
Adjunct Professor
Kath Bowmer
Dr Sue Briggs AM
Professor Stuart Bunn
Dr Joel Byrnes
Dr Neil Byron
James Cameron
Professor Andrew Campbell
The Hon. Bob Carr
Chris Chesterfield
Mark Clarke
Brian Clay OAM
Greg Claydon
Dr Daniel Connell
Peter Cosier
Steve Costello
Dr Wendy Craik AM
Belinda Cullen
Reverend Vicki Cullen
Dr Jason Cummings
Peter Cundall AM
Chris Davis
Professor Glyn Davis AC
Darryl Day
Dr Diana Day
Major General Steve Day
Jim Donaldson
Professor Jane Doolan
Graham Dooley
Dorte Ekelund
Bruce Finney
Tim Fisher
Campbell Fitzpatrick
Professor Tim Flannery
Robert Freeman
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Ticky Fullerton
Professor Arthur Georges
Peter Gooday
Professor Quentin Grafton
Dr Paul Greenfield AO
Lynne Griffiths
Brian Grogan OAM
Professor Graham Harris
Dr John Harris
Peter Harris AO
David Harriss
Professor Barry Hart AM
Simon Hatcher
Dr Steve Hatfield-Dodds
Peter Hayes
David Heeps
Lynette Holdsworth OAM
Professor Jane Hughes
Dr Paul Humphries
Professor Ray Ison
Professor Tony Jakeman
Major General Michael
Jeffery AM, AO, AC, CVO, MC
Professor Gary Jones
Professor David Karoly
Graeme Kelleher AO
The Hon. John Kerin AM
Ian Kiernan AO
Ian Kowalick AM
Professor Sam Lake AO
Professor John Langford AM
Ian Lawrence
Matthew Linnegar
Mike Logan
Dr Siwan Lovett
The Hon. Karlene Maywald
Anthony McAlary
Pat McCafferty
Jim McDonald
Caroline McFarlane OAM
Robyn McLeod
Tom Mollenkopf
Dr Katie Moon
Professor Chris Moran
Dr Steve Morton
Dr Karen Mow
Dr Kerri Muller
Chloe Munro
Mick Murphy OAM
Dr Rory Nathan

Suzy Nethercott-Watson CSM
Brian Nicholas
Dr Peter O’Brien
Dr Conall O’Connell AM
Professor Ian O’Connor
Dr Ralph Ogden
Mike Paine
Professor David Pannell
Wej Paradice AM
Mark Pascoe
Professor Craig Pearson
Professor Hugh Possingham
Dr Ian Prosser
Robert Purves AM
Professor Gerry Quinn
Professor Ian Rae
John Riddiford
Kathy Ridge
John Ringham
The Hon. Stephen Robertson
Associate Professor
Ian Rutherfurd
Dr Sarah Ryan
Dr Richard Sheldrake AM
Rob Skinner
Jeff Smith
Paula Steyer
Tim Stubbs
Professor Geoff Syme
Wayne Tennant
Professor Bruce Thom AM
Professor the Hon.
John Thwaites
David Trebeck
Brett Tucker
Tom Vanderbyl
Dr Rob Vertessy
Asa Wahlquist
Dr Peter Wallbrink
Professor Keith Walker
Simon Want
Dr John Whittington
Professor John Williams
Dr John Williams
Greg Wilson
Mark Wootton
The Hon. David Wotton AM
Professor Mike Young

THE SCIENCE-TO-POLICY LEADERSHIP PROGRAM
The Peter Cullen Water & Environment Trust’s Leadership Program is unique in its
focus on leadership and communication skills, specifically geared towards enhancing
positive links between the science of water and catchment management and its policy
and practice in Australia.
Each year, from a large field, up to 15 people are selected and funded to undertake
this journey of personal and professional discovery. Participants come from a wide
range of sectors — science, business, politics, industry, academia — and from across
Australia.
Participants are selected on the basis of criteria that include: passion, intelligence,
motivation, ability to think strategically in a big-picture context, evidence of leading
change through collaboration, understanding of the political arena and process,
and capacity to influence policy.
The Science-to-Policy Leadership Program comprises two separate sessions
of hands-on experiential learning. These focus on developing leadership and
communication skills that will enable river and catchment scientists, policy makers
and other key stakeholders to participate in, and influence, policy and political
agendas more effectively.
Learning objectives of the Leadership Program include:
• understanding and enhancing the role of science in the policy development
process,
• communicating and influencing effectively in policy and political environments,
• developing the leadership qualities required to make a difference in river and
catchment management.
Successful participants in the Trust’s Science-to-Policy Leadership Programs
graduate as Fellows of the Peter Cullen Trust. Fellows benefit from the Trust’s
high-level networks, mentoring, skill-enhancing opportunities and ongoing support.
All participants are fully funded, being sponsored or supported either by the Peter
Cullen Trust or by their employer.
To find out more about the Science-to-Policy Leadership Program, see the webpage
at www.petercullentrust.com.au, or contact office@petercullentrust.com.au or
Chief Executive Dr Sandra Hinson, sandy@petercullentrust.com.au.
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FOURTEEN NEW FELLOWS IN 2014
Dr Adam Bester is Waterway Health and Catchment Health Program Manager
for the Glenelg-Hopkins Catchment Management Authority (GHCMA), based at
Hamilton in Victoria, and is responsible for both coastal and inland waters and
catchments. Adam’s management of stakeholder collaboration and waterways
helped GHCMA win the 2013 Australian Riverprize. Currently Adam chairs the
Victorian Waterway Managers Forum. He represents the CMA on high-level
advisory groups and steering committees.
SPONSOR: VICTORIA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND PRIMARY INDUSTRIES.

Dr Kathleen Broderick is executive manager of NRM WA, the group of seven natural
resource management bodies in Western Australia. Formerly she was CEO of NRM
South, the regional natural resource management body for southern Tasmania, and
a committee member of Regional Development Australia, Tasmania. Kathleen has
also worked in Townsville, Queensland, and in Ontario, Canada, in management, as a
political adviser, and as a school teacher. As manager of science and information for the
Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority she contributed to the influential ‘Reef Plan’.
Dr Lisa Ehrenfried is a project manager at the Office of Living Victoria, developing
a regional whole-of-water-cycle management plan for the north of Melbourne.
Lisa collaborates closely with councils, water authorities and government agencies
in planning future water, sewerage and drainage services, waterway management
and amenity. Previously she worked in systems analysis, water resources strategy,
infrastructure planning and research. Lisa’s PhD at Cambridge in the United
Kingdom involved materials science and optimisation of manufacturing processes.
SPONSOR: OFFICE OF LIVING VICTORIA

Dr Sondoss Elsawah is on the academic staff at the University of New South Wales,
and an adjunct research fellow at the Australian National University. Sondoss has
more than 10 years’ experience in the development and use of cognitive modelling
and behavioural modelling to support decision making and policy design. In former
roles with the Bureau of Meteorology and university research groups based in
Canberra and Adelaide she worked on issues including climate change impacts,
water allocation planning, and mining impact assessment.
DONOR: PROFESSOR JOHN LANGFORD AM
Graduating 2014 Fellows
from left: Jane Trindall,
Declan Page, Sondoss
Elsawah, Ross Thompson,
Lisa Ehrenfried, Allan
O’Connor, Kathleen
Broderick, Adam Bester,
Christobel Ferguson,
Grant Tranter, Alison King,
Luke Stower, Lori Gould
and Anita Payne.

Dr Christobel Ferguson is manager of the Water Sciences Group with GHD Ltd,
a team of scientists and engineers who provide technical advice on water resource
management and aquatic ecology to clients in the water, environment and mining
industries. She specialises in research and environmental management, strategic
planning, business development and innovation, and technology transfer. Christobel
has presented and published widely on water quality, microbiology and modelling
of pathogen fate and transport in drinking water catchments.
PETER CULLEN TRUST PARTNER: RBC BLUE WATER PROJECT
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Lori Gould is a senior project manager at Greening Australia Capital Region.
Since 1995 she has managed many award-winning multi-million dollar environmental
restoration projects and partnerships, protecting rivers, riparian zones, properties
and catchments. Her work involves integrating policy, community engagement,
economic and environmental outcomes, based on strategic thinking and training
in policy, governance, planning, environmental science and economics. Lori is very
experienced in communicating with the public and landholders, recently winning
an Australia Day Award for her work.
2014 NATIONAL WATER COMMISSION FELLOWSHIP

Associate Professor Alison King is a Principal Research Fellow at Charles Darwin
University in Darwin. With nearly 20 years’ experience in freshwater ecological
and fisheries research, she specialises in the ecology of floodplain rivers and
environmental flows. Alison works collaboratively with a range of stakeholders to
expand understanding and adaptive management in relation to river flows. She has
published widely, given many presentations and received numerous awards for her
work. Alison is currently developing strategic research themes in tropical rivers.
Allan O’Connor is assistant director in the directorate for energy efficiency,
environmental resource management and sustainability, Department of Defence.
In this role he develops and implements projects on energy, water, waste, ecologically
sustainable development and climate change. He is also responsible for policy and
strategy development, reporting, internal monitoring and efficient resource use across
26,000 facilities and over 3,000,000 hectares. Allan has previously worked as a
sustainability consultant at MWH Global on a range of projects.
SPONSOR: AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE

Dr Declan Page leads a CSIRO team working on water recycling and environmental
processes, from Adelaide. His experience includes urban water supply management,
risk assessment for water quality, and strategic analysis for water and environment
industries. He has also worked with Power and Water Corporation in Darwin as a
senior resource planner and catchment manager, and in Thailand as a business
volunteer. Declan was awarded a Churchill Fellowship in 2010. He lives on a
small hobby farm and is active in his local rural fire service.
SPONSOR: CSIRO

Anita Payne is the Chief Economist for the Water Supply Division of the Department
of Natural Resources in Queensland, based in Brisbane. She spent 10 years in the
United Kingdom, working as an economic adviser on the policy and economics of
water management for the United Kingdom Department of Environment, Food & Rural
Affairs, including two years as Seconded National Expert to the European Commission
in Brussels (Belgium). Previously Anita worked for the Queensland Government,
on implementation of the 1994 COAG Strategic Water Reform Framework.
SPONSOR: QUEENSLAND GOVERNMENT
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2014

Luke Stower is the Chief Operating Officer at Balonne Plains Pty Ltd, at St George,
Queensland. As a CPA-qualified accountant, he is responsible for all aspects of this
agribusiness which is mainly focused on cotton production. Luke has had eight years’
previous experience in finance and business roles — in Brisbane for Linkwater (bulk
water transport) and Visy Board, and in London, United Kingdom. In his current role
at Balonne Plains he is heavily involved in water management. Luke is also Chair
of the St George Local Management Arrangements Interim Board.
SPONSOR: COTTON AUSTRALIA/COTTON RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

Dr Ross Thompson is Professor of Water Science at University of Canberra, where
he gives leadership in freshwater science, policy and management through research
partnerships. Ross has worked in New Zealand as a researcher and an environmental
consultant, and in Canada and the European Union as an adviser, contributing to
biodiversity and fisheries policies. He leads application of food web theory to issues
in water management. Ross was part of the Garnaut Review process on climate
change policy. He won an ARC Future Fellowship in freshwater research in 2012.
SPONSOR: INSTITUTE FOR APPLIED ECOLOGY

Dr Grant Tranter is Senior Project Manager – Information Management Framework,
for Sydney Catchment Authority (SCA), manager of Sydney’s drinking water supplies.
Currently he is responsible for upgrading the SCA’s information systems and their
governance. He is a scientist and statistician, knowledgeable in statistical theory,
data mining and geographic information systems. His quantitative advice supports
operational decision making and understanding of processes. Grant supervises
several postgraduate students. He is a member of the NSW and ACT Regional
Climate model project (NARCLIM) steering group.
PETER CULLEN TRUST PARTNER: RBC BLUE WATER PROJECT

Jane Trindall is R&D Manager for the Cotton Research and Development
Corporation, responsible for the organisation’s natural resource management, irrigation
and energy research and development investments. She works closely with Cotton
Australia to ensure policy needs are considered in research and development (R&D)
investment. Jane has managed groundwater research and collaborative discussions
between users, managers and policy makers. Jane is an instrumental member of the
joint Cotton Australia and Cotton RDC working group leading the cotton industry’s
response to the Third Environmental Assessment.
SPONSOR: COTTON RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
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REFLECTIONS FROM THE LEADERSHIP PROGRAM

“

A leadership
program with
a cause. I hope
that I can make
a difference.”
PARTICIPANT, 2010

“The program was so
packed but I wouldn’t
have it any other way.”

“It was highly diverse
with every element
aimed at challenging
and exposing my
individual leadership
style and thinking
about how it could
be enhanced into
the future.”

“The environment is
not ours; we hold it
in trust for the use
of future generations.”
PARTICIPANT, 2010

PARTICIPANT, 2013

PARTICIPANT, 2010

“I’ve improved my
networking skills.
Such acceleration
is invaluable.”
PARTICIPANT, 2012

“Dream the
unthinkable by
waking up to the reality
that confronts us.”
PARTICIPANT, 2010

“An extraordinary
course that pushed
me into some
uncomfortable
territory …
some territory that
I needed to explore.”
PARTICIPANT, 2010

“The Fellows are …
a bold community
of people.”
PARTICIPANT, 2010

“[These] were the
most insightful and
challenging bunch
of people that I have
ever interacted with.
[The] set of challenges
mimicked life:
the intensity, time,
emotion and fear.”

“All the speakers were
excellent, challenging,
motivational and
representing a good
range of interests. The
experiential leadership
part was very well
structured, emotional
and moving and gave
great challenges to
take home.”
PARTICIPANT, 2013

“The course is so
well designed it
transforms people.”
PARTICIPANT, 2012

PARTICIPANT, 2012

“This program has
changed my life and
has influenced my
future career choice.”
PARTICIPANT, 2010
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PROGRAM
“The program gave me
the confidence to form
a vision and go for it;
to step forward into
ambiguous situations
and not be scared.”
PARTICIPANT, 2012

“

It’s been
amazing and
I’m a different
person because
of this program.”
PARTICIPANT, 2012

“Since the [2010]
program my contacts
have expanded and
I know where to look
and who to ask about
continuing to expand
my contacts which has
been really fantastic!”
PARTICIPANT, 2010

“I felt challenged
by my facilitator to
understand people
and demonstrate
leadership in action.”

“The wealth of
experiences of
participants, the
diverse mix of
personalities…the
professional VIPs
and presenters were
invaluable, a rich
source of knowledge
and ideas.”

PARTICIPANT, 2010

“The bridges that I am
interested in building
and maintaining are …
those between people
who care for … [a] river
and its future.”
PARTICIPANT, 2010
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PARTICIPANT, 2010

PARTICIPANT, 2012

PARTICIPANT, 2012

“Take action now …
think about what you
want an ecosystem to
look like in 50 years’
time, not through the
glasses of your current
values but those of
your future.”

“This program
helped me put
some of my thinking
about leadership into
practice, which led to
critical reflection about
myself [and] creating
effective team
performance.”

“Leadership is
grounded in the
public good.”
PARTICIPANT, 2010

“The experience
has brought me to a
deeper understanding
of myself, the world of
science and policy and
how to remain positive
in an increasingly
scary world.”
PARTICIPANT, 2010

“The opportunity to
learn about myself
and how I can more
effectively contribute
to a bold community
of people [Fellows]
and beyond has
been pivotal for me.”
PARTICIPANT, 2010
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THE PETER CULLEN TRUST NATIONAL FELLOWS NETWORK
The Peter Cullen Trust National Fellows Network was established in November
2012 at the Fellows’ annual get-together. It has four objectives, and has set itself
communication protocols and joint initiatives so the network can help strengthen
the outputs achievable by the Peter Cullen Trust. At each year’s annual get-together
the network decides on, and commits to, a list of tasks.

Objectives of the Peter Cullen Trust National Fellows Network
1. Support each others’ career development and continuous learning through sharing
among the Fellows.
2. Promote informed exchange and debate on important water issues by providing
a knowledge bank and an informed source of advice.
3. Plant new seeds of environmental health in the community.
4. Promote the role of the Peter Cullen Trust Leadership Programs in developing
new leadership skills in Australia.
The network is supporting the aims and goals of the Peter Cullen Trust both through
the Fellows’ everyday roles and also as a network of connected professionals.

Activities in 2013–14
The Peter Cullen Trust National Fellows Network’s Coordination Group was
formed in February 2014. Its members are Dr Philip Wallis (2010), Bridget
Wetherall (a 2013 Office of Living Victoria Fellow of the Trust), Susie Williams (2011),
Dr Sarina Loo (2010 Victoria Department of Sustainability and Environment Fellow of
the Trust), Dr Paul Frazier (2011 Eco Logical Australia Fellow of the Trust), Dr Richard
Cresswell (2012 SKM Fellow of the Trust) and Kaye Cavanagh (2011), and are based
in Melbourne, Kununurra in Western Australia, Armidale in New South Wales, in
Sydney and in Brisbane. The initiative to form the group came from Dr Sarina Loo
and Dr Kirsten Shelly who were both Trust Directors at the time.
This Coordination Group has its own objectives. The aim is to formalise and broaden
strong involvement from Fellows in the future of the Trust and to drive the network’s
activities.
The group is helping facilitate development and coordination of the ever-growing
Peter Cullen Trust National Fellows Network — which now has 72 members.
The year 2013–14 was full of activity, including planning, organising and holding
the Fellows’ Five Year Convention in November 2014.
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NETWORK
In September 2013, the Fellows’ session at Riversymposium, entitled ‘Linking people,
projects and pathways to achieve our purpose’, produced a set of agreed findings —
ideas for strengthening understanding between science, policy and stakeholders
in water-system management. The session attracted around 40 participants who
listened to short talks by three Fellows and then joined in the subsequent workshop.
The session and its findings have since been reported in two different summaries:
in RipRap and BRIDGING. The Fellows also held a session in September 2014
at Riversymposium, entitled ‘Basins without boundaries: Sharing stories to save
our rivers’, with three Fellows as speakers. Matthew Fullerton (2013 Queensland
Government Fellow of the Trust), Dr Anne Poelina (2011) and Dr Carmel Pollino
(a 2012 CSIRO Fellow of the Trust) spoke about exchanging knowledge and engaging
stakeholders between river basins.
In February 2014, a representative group of Fellows, with Chief Executive Dr Sandra
Hinson and most members of the Board, met with Australia-based executive staff of
the Royal Bank of Canada (RBC) in Sydney to explain and celebrate the Trust’s work
and the RBC’s considerable support. With RBC partnership funding, Dr Dena Fam
(2013), Dr Emma Carmody (2013), Dr Christobel Ferguson (2014) and Dr Grant
Tranter (2014) are all RBC Blue Water Project Fellows of the Trust.
A few days afterwards, another group of Fellows was sadly farewelling
Dr Carolina Casaril in Brisbane, after her death from throat cancer. Carolina had
been a ‘joyful, bright-eyed, newly married, fully involved Fellow of the Peter Cullen
Water & Environment Trust since 2011’. She was a generous person, always active,
and an emerging leader with great enthusiasm for the environment, the Trust and
the Fellows Network. She is very much missed.
The ‘intimate lunches’ idea, which Chris Arnott (2010) initiated in Melbourne
several years ago is flourishing in Melbourne and is now also active in other states.
In February 2014, the Melbourne group met natural resources management specialist
and Aboriginal leader Cheryl Buchanan over lunch. They discussed leadership, and
Aboriginal values and ecological knowledge, and the importance of incorporating
them into water resource planning and waterway management. In July, the Fellows
attending the fish biology and freshwater ecology conference in Darwin met over
lunch, and in Canberra several of the ACT Fellows met for dinner.
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NETWORK
In their own fields…

The Fellows have been engaged in bridging activities. The 28th of October 2013 was
a momentous day for Peter Cullen Trust Fellows Dr Ben Dyer (2012) and Dr Tamara
Boyd (2011), with the Hattah Lakes pumping station (see photo at left) finally being
turned on, bringing to fruition a decade of work involving both the Murray–Darling
Basin Authority and Parks Victoria.

In spring 2013, the Environment Centre of the Northern Territory set up the
Kimberley to Cape initiative, coordinated by Dr Clare Taylor (Fellow 2010) in Darwin.
This body supports discussion, agreement and investment to achieve a prosperous
and sustainable future for northern Australia. It embraces the Kimberley, the ‘top end’,
the ‘gulf country’ and the Cape York Peninsula, extending from Broome in Western
Australia to Townsville in Queensland. Northern Australia’s sustainable development
remains a focus for the Peter Cullen Trust National Fellows Network and several
Fellows, including Clare and Jeremy Cox (2012), contributed to the Federal
Government’s White Paper on the region.
A Fellows team combined with (Friend) Associate Professor Ian Rutherfurd
and others to organise a very successful 7th Australian Stream Management
Conference in Townsville in July. Dr Geoff Vietz (2010 RBMS Fellow of the Trust)
and Ross Hardie (2010 Purves Environmental Fund Fellow of the Trust) headed
the organising committee. Authors and presenters included several Fellows,
as well as Dr Adam Bester who has since become a 2014 Fellow.
Dr Anne Poelina attended a conference at Montpellier, France, entitled ‘Resilience
and development: Mobilising for transformation’, and a workshop on the need to
build resilient river systems. Afterwards she poured waters (see photo below) from
the Fitzroy River in Western Australia into the Meuse River in the heart of France.
Anne’s links with French colleagues also involve Dr Katherine Daniell (2010) whose
work at the Australian National University bridges the two countries’ social research
on water policy.
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In advocacy, Professor Mark Taylor (2010) continues to speak out, based
on his research findings about the prevalence and extreme dangers of lead
in soils, not only near smelters but also across Sydney as a legacy of leaded petrol.
And Jonathan La Nauze (2013 Professor John Langford Fellow of the Trust) speaks
out about water issues, warning against complacency over the Murray-Darling Basin
Plan, and deploring the decision to close the National Water Commission.

Five years of Fellows
It is now five years since the inception of the Trust,
and the 2014 annual get-together of the Peter Cullen
Trust National Fellows Network has been special.
In November 2014, a day of leadership training and
discussions (12 November) was followed by a significant
Convention of Friends, invited guests and Fellows at
CSIRO Discovery, Black Mountain, ACT (13 November).
They discussed ‘Leadership in the water and environment
sectors’, and then transferred to the new Fellows’
graduation presentation and dinner in the evening.
The expanded get-together, which attracted 38 Fellows
from the first four years of the Program and from all
corners of Australia, wound up on the Friday with
a brunch with the newly-graduated Fellows.
The Convention has been the first major event
organised by the Peter Cullen Trust National Fellows
Network and its Coordination Group, and with the
growing collegiate friendship and understanding
building across Australia through this group, there
is reason to be optimistic about great collaborative
achievements ahead.

In addition
The family of ‘Fellows-once-removed’ is growing, with babies being born this year to
Dr Emma Carmody (Estelle), Professor Mark Taylor (James William) and Matthew
Fullerton (Vahrie).

20

FELLOWS OF THE PETER CULLEN TRUST 2010–13
Names are in alphabetical order. Dates and names in [ ] indicate sponsors and the year of sponsorship.
Abbreviations are indicated by *. CRDC: Cotton Research and Development Corporation. DEPI: Victoria
Department of Environment and Primary Industries. DSE: Victoria Department of Sustainability and Environment.
MDBA: Murray–Darling Basin Authority. RBC: Royal Bank of Canada. RBMS: River Basin Management Society.
SKM: Sinclair Knight Merz. UMCCC/ACTEW: Upper Murrumbidgee Catchment Coordinating Committee/ACTEW.

2012

2011

2010

Chris Arnott
Dr Margaret Ayre
Greg Bain [2013 Melbourne Water]
Brendan Barry [2013 Cotton Australia/CRDC*]
Dr Richard Benyon
Emma Bishop [2013 Office of Living Victoria]
Dr Tamara Boyd
Dr Sandra Brizga
Scott Buchanan [2012 Queensland Government]
Jody Carew [2010 Queensland Government]
Dr Emma Carmody [2013 RBC Blue Water Project*]
Dr Carolina Casaril (deceased 2014)
Kaye Cavanagh
Linda Christesen [2011 DSE*]
Dr Amber Clarke [2013 DEPI*]
Jeremy Cox
Dr Richard Cresswell [2012 SKM*]
Dr Katherine Daniell

2013 Fellows, see page 22.

Professor Michael Douglas
Dr Ben Dyer
Dr Dena Fam [2013 RBC Blue Water Project*]
Dr Paul Frazier [2011 Eco Logical Australia]
Matthew Fullerton [2013 Queensland Government]
Dr Will Glamore [2013 Water Research Laboratory,
The University of New South Wales ]

Juanita Hamparsum
Ross Hardie [2010 Purves Environmental Fund]
Michelle Jacobs
Jonathan La Nauze [2013 Professor
John Langford AM]

Dr David Lemon [2013 CSIRO]
Martin Lind [2012 UMCCC/ACTEW*]
Dr Suzanne Long
Dr Sarina Loo [2010 DSE*]
Dr Kath Lynch
Susan Madden
Dave Miller [2013 NSW Office of Water]
Dr Deborah Nias
Dr Cuan Petheram [2012 CSIRO]
Dr Anne Poelina
Dr Carmel Pollino [2012 CSIRO]
Greg Raisin [2012 MDBA*]
Stuart Richardson [2010 SKM*]
Dr Barbara Robson [2013 CSIRO]
Matt Salmon
Dr Andrew Sharpe [2013 SKM*]
Dr Kirsten Shelly
Dr Dominic Skinner
Dr Tanzi Smith
Tyler Smith
Penelope Springham
Dr Clare Taylor
Professor Mark Taylor
Dr Simon Treadwell [2011 SKM*]
Dr Geoff Vietz [2010 RBMS*]
Dr Philip Wallis
Brendon Warnock [2012 Cotton Australia/CRDC*]
Andrew Westcott [2011 UMCCC/ACTEW*]
Bridget Wetherall [2013 Office of Living Victoria]
Susie Williams
Nerida Wilson [2013 Geoscience Australia]
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2013
GRADUATION 2013

An ‘inland city irrigation centre’ in the Murray–Darling Basin was the focus of
a role-play by the 15 graduating Fellows of the Peter Cullen Trust 2013, aiming
to present stakeholders’ points of view. The Fellows ‘represented’ communities,
industry, science, the environment and government, and their presentation generated
many questions and comments from the audience of leading thinkers in the water,
environment and government sectors. Afterwards, Fellows and guests shared dinner,
listened to the guest speaker, bid on auction items and talked long into the night.
Guest speaker was Professor Sam Lake AO, Friend of the Trust and recently the
second Australian (after Peter Cullen) to win the International Society for Limnology’s
Naumann–Thienemann Award for ‘making an outstanding contribution to limnology
[the scientific study of inland waters] and for efforts in the conservation of aquatic
systems and their biota’. Sam whirled diners through some of the ecological issues
of freshwater catchments in the last 40 years. Among other things, Sam said that
to have lively debates and reform, ‘people knowledgeable in the areas of ecology
and sustainable resource management should speak out. In this regard Peter Cullen
was unequalled’. His talk left us soberly reflecting that not all of the environmental
damage we cause can be fixed.
Kerry Olsson, CEO (acting) of the National Water Commission, presented the 15 new
Fellows with their certificates. Many of the sponsors and organisations supporting
these 15 Fellows were represented by senior figures at the event.
During the evening, Kaye Cavanagh (Fellow 2011) gave a synopsis of the activities of
the Peter Cullen Trust National Fellows Network. Ross Hardie (Purves Environmental
Fund Fellow of the Trust, 2010) acted as auctioneer, coaxing substantial bids from
the guests for seven beautiful paintings, all donated by generous Friend of the
Trust Adjunct Professor Kath Bowmer, a much awarded artist. Also auctioned was
a three-days’ stay at a large beach house on the Sunshine Coast in Queensland,
generously donated by Dr Carolina Casaril (Fellow 2011). And Professor Craig
Pearson, a Trust Director, and his wife managed the raffle for a number of other
items kindly donated to the Trust for the event.

Graduating 2013 Fellows
from left: Emma Carmody,
Dave Miller, Jonathan
La Nauze, Nerida Wilson,
Dr David Lemon, Dr Andrew
Sharpe, Bridget Wetherall,
Matthew Fullerton,
Dr Barbara Robson,
Dena Fam, Brendan Barry,
Emma Bishop, Dr William
Glamore, Greg Bain and
Dr Amber Clarke.
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2014
GRADUATION 2014

On a cool Canberra evening with a magnificent view from Regatta Point overlooking
Lake Burley Griffin, the National Gallery, Parliament House and the Brindabella
Range, Friends and Fellows came together to welcome 14 new Fellows of the
Peter Cullen Trust for 2014.
The big question of how to progress national water reform in Australia was the
focus of the play presented by the graduating fellows. The Fellows presented a
sketch with a comic flavour (see below), filled in with fresh ideas about Australia’s
water future, and sprinkled with their reflections on their learning process through
the leadership program. The presentation generated many laughs and thoughts that
were shared through the evening over the subsequent dinner at The Deck restaurant.
Guest speaker at the dinner was former Liberal leader Dr John Hewson AM. He gave
some inspirational advice around risks for Australia and the world which are being
compounded by lack of awareness. Dr Hewson spoke of how ignoring environmental
good practice is a concern not only for its own sake but also because it undermines
Australia’s economy and society.
Reminding us that a good investment portfolio is diversified to offset risk, he pointed
out that big investors — banks and corporations for example — normally identify risk
and balance their portfolios accordingly. But in recent years he has noted investors
apparently ignoring the growing risk of fossil fuel investments, and portfolios that are
highly skewed towards oil, coal and petrol stocks rather than being balanced with
commodities carrying less long-term risk. This apparent blindness, combined with
generally declining prices for fossil fuels, is likely to undermine Australia’s economy,
and that of the world. It was an enlightening talk.
For the graduation, Ken Matthews AO, former Chair and CEO of the National Water
Commission, presented each new Fellow with a framed certificate and a copy of Peter
Cullen’s book This Land Our Water. Also during the evening, a spirited auction led by
Martin Lind (UMCCC/ACTEW 2012 Fellow) sold the 17 expressive paintings that Trust
Friend Adjunct Professor Kathleen Bowmer had so generously donated this year. And
Professor Craig Pearson and his wife June again ran the large raffle of many diverse
items. All in all, it was a chance to catch up with friends and colleagues, meet new
ones, and share good cheer.

A number off
ng
the graduating
ws
2014 Fellows
at the end off their
presentation from
Connor,
left: Allan O’Connor,
Alison King, Adam Bester,
Lori Gould, Jane Trindall
bel Ferguson.
and Christobel
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PUBLICATIONS
Fellows and Friends of the Peter Cullen Trust have the opportunity to publish in the
Trust’s quarterly newsletter BRIDGING. Each issue includes a ‘Letter from a Friend’,
in which an invited Friend writes about a topic that he or she wants to draw to the
attention of the wider readership. Articles in the newsletter are varied; some advocate
new thinking on issues, and others report on situations, projects and workshops,
especially examples of collaboration and success. Each newsletter reflects the diverse
body of interests held by Friends and Fellows. BRIDGING is emailed to a large list
of recipients and is also on the Trust’s website at http://petercullentrust.com.au
under Publications.

‘I am very interested in the work that the Peter Cullen Trust does.
I just came across your latest newsletter — what a fantastic read.
Is it possible to subscribe to an e-newsletter mailing list?’
RipRap is a beautiful magazine published by the Australian River
Restoration Centre directed by Dr Siwan Lovett, a Friend of the Trust.
Articles in RipRap describe aspects of rivers and waterways and their
management. During 2014, Fellows contributed two articles to edition
no. 37 called ‘Rivers of carbon ~ Rivers of life’. ‘On the right track’
summarised the Fellows’ session with around 40 participants at
Riversymposium 2013. The other article ‘Hands-on revegetation’
reported on a forum run by Kaye Cavanagh (2011 Fellow) with
colleague Nina Saxton (Australian Rivers Institute), on practical
ways to stimulate riparian revegetation.

This Land Our Water
Peter Cullen’s last writings and speeches, some of which were never published
during his life, are in the book This Land Our Water that was published in 2011.
This lovely volume, edited by Friends of the Trust Dr John Williams and the
Reverend Vicki Cullen, was sponsored by the Trust. Each newly graduating
Fellow in 2013 and 2014 has received a copy of this thought-provoking book.

Leadership Program prospectus and Program information brochure
To obtain copies of the prospectus or brochure about the Trust’s Science-to-Policy
Leadership Program, contact the Peter Cullen Trust at office@petercullentrust.com.au
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Design: Angel Ink

Supplied by the Peter Cullen Trust or sourced from Wikimedia Commons. Cover M. Minderhoud; inside cover
Peter Cullen, M. Ashkanasy; page 2 main photo, V. Kakati; oranges inset, Rosino; spoonbills inset S.M. Barnett;
page 5 Manuguf; page 6 below R. Charlton; page 7 below Conollyb; page 9 gauge Bidgee; below N. Jones;
page 10 Brocken Inaglory; page 11 J. Sullivan; pages 12–13 I. Champ; page 14 below Vardeman; page 15
all T. Bresson, page 16 droplets L. Pieterse and Amada 44; page 18–20 Trust Fellows; page 20 below CSIRO;
page 21 top A. Indigo, 2010 Fellows B. Johnson, 2011 & 2012 Fellows A. Sikorski; page 22 top CSIRO, others
A. Sikorski; page 23 top A. Proimos, others I. Champ; this page R. & R. Rössing.
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THE PETER CULLEN TRUST GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGES
OUR GENEROUS SPONSORS, DONORS AND PARTNERS

IN-KIND SPONSORS

THE TRUST IS EXTREMELY GRATEFUL FOR THE GENEROUS DONATIONS F
FROM
ROM
PROFESSOR JOHN LANGFORD AM
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