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Numerous Friends & Fellows at RiverSymposium 2017  
 

 
The nine Fellows in this photo, from left, are: Dr Anne Poelina, Lori Gould, Kim Markwell, Associate Professor 
Darren Ryder, Dr Heather McGinness, Dr Paul Frazier, Dan Garlick, Dr Richard Cresswell and Dr Tamara Boyd. 
At least five Friends and 11 Fellows were presenting and chairing at RiverSymposium 2017. See news below.  
………………………………… 

National Water Reform draft report: Comments due next week  
The Productivity Commission, led by Commissioner Dr Jane Doolan, released the draft National 
Water Reform report on 15 September. Written submissions are due by Thursday 19 October, and 
public hearings begin next week: Canberra, Monday 16 October. Sydney, Tuesday 17 October. 
Brisbane, Thursday 19 October. Adelaide, Monday 23 October; Melbourne, Tuesday 24 October. 
Perth, Thursday 26 October. See http://www.pc.gov.au/inquiries/current/water-reform/draft which also has 
a link to the page where you can register for the public hearings. 
………………………………… 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
• This month’s word from the Trust’s CEO  
• Guest speaker announced for 9 November graduation 
• News from and about Fellows & Friends: Fellows & Friends at RiverSymposium; 

Water news from northern Australia; Fellows & Friends at ASL conference 2017; 
AWP news; Other news of Sponsors; University action needed on sustainability 
goals; Farmers for Climate Action; Few MPs, many threatened species; Chairing 
AEMO expert advisory panel; MDB NSW water report; Planning ahead for 
Fellows; New role supporting Water Sensitive Cities concept; New publications 
and …; Another new publication; More new publications, and a triumph.  

• Articles: ‘Aither leads Australian engagement with Jordan on solutions to water 
scarcity, by Chris Arnott.  ‘Findings from “After Action Reflection” about the 
Trust’s Women in Water Leadership program 2016’, by Kate MacMaster. 

• Acknowledgement of sponsors of the Trust’s programs in 2017–18. 
• Trust people in this edition of BRIDGING (names bolded in the text). 
………………………………… 

Graduation 
cocktails: got 

your tickets yet? 
They are selling 

steadily, and you 
may miss out if you 

wait too long. 
Thurs 9 November  

in Canberra. 
Thurs 7 December  

in Melbourne. 

NEWSLETTER OF THE Peter Cullen Water & Environment Trust 

http://petercullentrust.com.au/
http://www.pc.gov.au/inquiries/current/water-reform/draft
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/the-peter-cullen-trust-8th-annual-graduation-and-cocktail-party-tickets-34526993166
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/the-peter-cullen-trust-8th-annual-graduation-and-cocktail-party-tickets-34526993166
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/the-petercullen-trust-women-in-water-leadership-program-graduation-cocktail-party-tickets-36917850284
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/the-petercullen-trust-women-in-water-leadership-program-graduation-cocktail-party-tickets-36917850284
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This month’s word from the Trust’s CEO, Tom Mollenkopf 
According to the 17th century English writer Izaak Walton*, “Good company and 
good discourse are the very sinews of virtue.” I like to think therefore that the Peter 
Cullen Trust has virtue in its corner, for at its core it is all about connecting great 
people and inspirational conversations. 

This month’s edition of BRIDGING is a window to the two sides of the water and 
environment coin: flagging the challenges we still face; and the work being done by 
many talented individuals here and globally to tackle those issues. What is 

noteworthy is the highlighted names throughout this edition – those names signal the contributions 
of the Trust’s Friends and Fellows; and it is an impressive list. With this growing list of talented and 
influential individuals, the Trust is increasingly well placed to realise its vision of Bridging Science 
People and the Environment. 

With two important Trust events over the coming months – the Science-to-Policy Leadership 
Program Graduation in Canberra and the Women in Water-Leadership Program Graduation in 
Melbourne – there are great opportunities for our Friends to meet with each other and Trust Fellows 
(old and new) to connect across disciplines and stakeholders within our diverse water sector. And if 
the networking and camaraderie are not enough, readers will also see that we have announced our 
guest speaker for the Canberra event. Knowing David Parker, I feel sure that he will have some 
insightful observations on leadership in the public policy space – and maybe some topical thoughts 
on Clean Energy. 

In the last edition of BRIDGING, I spoke of the Trust’s emerging strategy for the coming years. The 
draft strategy and supporting action plans will be presented to the November Board meeting and, 
once approved, will be made publicly available. As seems so often the case however, some 
developments are proceeding in parallel with the formal strategy. 

One very exciting such development is the Trust’s forthcoming collaboration with Adelaide-based 
International Centre of Excellence for Water Resource Management (ICEWaRM) to deliver a Women 
in Water Leadership Program for water professionals from South Australia and Rajasthan, India. The 
program is funded through DFAT-administered Australia Awards Fellowships that aim to promote 
knowledge, education links and enduring ties between Australia and our neighbours through 
Australia's extensive scholarship programs. Fellowships target current and future leaders and mid-
career professionals who will be in a position to advance priority foreign affairs and development 
issues on their return home. The program is scheduled to commence early in 2018, with Trust 
Program Director Kate MacMaster taking a lead role. I am thrilled that this program recognises the 
Peter Cullen Trust’s core capabilities in leadership development in water and allows us to expand 
our reach. 

Finally – and closer to home – work has commenced to revamp our website to provide improved 
functionality, a contemporary look and simpler back end for ease of administration. The project will 
include some updating of our visual design elements. 

I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at our upcoming events. 

*Don’t ask me where I got this from, but every story needs a good quote, for theatre, if not 
credibility. 

               Tom Mollenkopf 
………………………………… 

Guest speaker announced for 9 November graduation 
David Parker AM will be our guest speaker at the Fellows graduation cocktails in Canberra on 
Thursday 9 November. David is the Chair of the Clean Energy Regulator, successor to Chloe Munro 
who retired earlier this year. David has been a Deputy Secretary in the federal Departments of 
Agriculture and Water Resources, the Department of the Environment and the Commonwealth 
Treasury. With qualifications in economics and law, his career has included roles in: tax reform; 
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policy work in macroeconomics, competition and energy; international economic issues; aspects of 
climate-change policy; water, Antarctica and National Parks; and export market regulation. 

The graduation event is at the Nishi Gallery, New Acton, Canberra, from 5.30 to 8.30 pm. 
………………………………… 

News from and about Fellows & Friends 
Fellows and Friends at RiverSymposium, 18–20 September 
With Dr Anne Poelina giving one of the keynote addresses this year, and several Fellows and Friends 
chairing sessions as well as presenting, the Peter Cullen Trust was certainly there in body at this 
year’s RiverSymposium – even though the Trust did not run a special session.  

Anne presented the short film ‘Guardians of the Mardoowarra (Fitzroy River)’, and her online bio 
mentions two articles previously published in BRIDGING (edition nos. 16 and 19). She also gave a 
presentation later in the week. 

Nick Schofield chaired several sessions, including ‘COMPASS: Navigating the water challenges of the 
21st century’ (in which Mark Pascoe took part); and ‘Delivering environmental water: The role of 
government, NGOs and the community’ (an AWP special session); and ‘Lessons from Australian 
efforts to support river basin water reform projects in Asia’ (another AWP special session in which 
David Harriss spoke about India.  

Dr Deborah Nias and Dr Anne Poelina were members of the four-person panel at the Sunday 
evening Women & Water special event, ‘Increasing the participation of women in water 
management for the benefit of all’.  

Dr Siwan Lovett, Dr Tamara Boyd and Associate Professor Darren Ryder chaired and presented at 
several sessions. And Kim Markwell, Lori Gould, Professor Michael Douglas, Professor Barry Hart, 
Dr Richard Cresswell, Dr Paul Frazier, Michael Wrathall and Dr Heather McGinness were presenters 
variously in sessions titled: ‘Inclusiveness’; ‘Community engagement and leadership’; ‘Integrated 
river basin management’; ‘Social and cultural dimensions of e-flows’; ‘Sustainable Development 
Goals’; ‘eFlows in the Murray-Darling Basin’; ‘Policy, governance and leadership’; and ‘Ecohydrology 
and monitoring’.  

………………………………… 

Water news from northern Australia  
Dr Clare Taylor continues to send out monthly compilations of news items concerning northern 
Australia, coast to coast from NW to NE. In the 3 October bulletin, the list headed ‘water’, draws 
attention to these points: 
• The draft National Water Reform report has sections on: Indigenous cultural objectives (3.2); 

guidance on Indigenous water for economic development (3.3); the need for consistency with 
the National Water Initiative before new irrigation infrastructure is built, including the Northern 
Australia Infrastructure Facility. The draft report is at: 
http://www.pc.gov.au/inquiries/current/water-reform/draft/water-reform-draft.pdf  

• Comments on the draft water-quality objectives and environmental values for some north 
Queensland catchments are due by 31 October 
(http://www.ehp.qld.gov.au/water/policy/protection-policy-draft.html#brb). 

• The Queensland Government has released a new water plan for the Great Artesian Basin: Great 
Artesian Basin and Other Regional Aquifers water plan, to replace the previous plan dated 2006. 
See https://www.dnrm.qld.gov.au/water/catchments-planning/catchments/great-artesian-basin  

• The period for comments closed on 10 October for the draft ‘Reef 2050 Water Quality 
Improvement Plan 2017–2022’, http://www.reefplan.qld.gov.au/about/assets/reef-2050-water-
quality-improvement-plan-2017-draft.pdf, which is an update of the Reef Water Quality 
Protection Plan 2013, and supports delivery of the Reef 2050 Long-Term Sustainability Plan. 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/the-peter-cullen-trust-8th-annual-graduation-and-cocktail-party-tickets-34526993166
http://www.pc.gov.au/inquiries/current/water-reform/draft/water-reform-draft.pdf
http://www.ehp.qld.gov.au/water/policy/protection-policy-draft.html#brb
https://www.dnrm.qld.gov.au/water/catchments-planning/catchments/great-artesian-basin
http://www.reefplan.qld.gov.au/about/assets/reef-2050-water-quality-improvement-plan-2017-draft.pdf
http://www.reefplan.qld.gov.au/about/assets/reef-2050-water-quality-improvement-plan-2017-draft.pdf
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Fellows and Friends at the ASL Conference 2017 
Professor Ross Thompson completed the first year of his two-year 
term as President of the Australian Society for Limnology, at this 
conference. That first year has seen a number of changes to the 
Society including a new name – the Australian Freshwater Sciences 
Society – and the launch of an ongoing engagement with 
indigenous water researchers as a recurring annual symposium 
called ‘Baiame’. (The photo shows Ross entertaining a ‘guest’ at his 
office the week before ASL.) 

These Fellows and Friend were presenters and/or Chairs at the 
conference: Associate Professor Alison King and Dr Heather 
McGinness (Environmental flows – Flows; Biota); Professor Ross 
Thompson (Bioassessment and monitoring); Associate Professor 
Darren Ryder (Foodwebs); Dr Amber Clarke (DELWP session – New directions in monitoring, 
reporting and evaluation for the Victorian Water Management Program). Also, Dr Jane Doolan was a 
speaker in the Indigenous Water Knowledge symposium, mid-Tuesday.  

Australian Water Partnership (AWP) news 
The AWP reports that Professor Nick Schofield (CEO of AWP) and representatives from seven 
Australian partners led and participated in a variety of sessions at Stockholm World Water Week 
(28 August – 2 September), cross cutting this year’s theme of ‘water and waste: reduce and reuse’. 

Peter Cullen Trust sponsors (and AWP Partners) the Australian Bureau of Meteorology and 
Geoscience Australia, with eWater, showcased Australian water products, services and tools that 
provide a scientifically robust basis for developing credible water-sharing agreements between 
multiple end users including the environment, from catchment to major river basin scale.  

AWP News also reports that ‘AWP Partners and DFAT recently conducted a mission to Jordan on the 
topic of managing water scarcity’. This is further outlined below in this newsletter in the article by 
Chris Arnott. 

Other news of Sponsors  
Commonwealth Environment Water Holder  
Development of a Framework for Investing in Environmental Activities: Discussion Paper 
‘Recent changes to s106 of the Water Act 2007 have increased the flexibility for the Commonwealth 
Environmental Water Holder (the ‘CEWH’) to sell water allocations if the proceeds are used for 
water acquisitions or environmental activities. Under the legislation, the CEWH can only invest in 
environmental activities that will improve environmental outcomes, and are undertaken for the 
purpose of protecting and restoring environmental assets in the Murray-Darling Basin.’ 

The CEWH has released a Discussion Paper to generate feedback on the types of environmental 
activities the community would like to be considered when developing a framework for future 
investments. The Discussion Paper gives background on the guiding environmental priorities and 
legislative scope limitations for future investments, and some discussion questions to be considered. 
Submissions are open until 30 November 2017. See 
http://www.environment.gov.au/water/cewo/investment-framework/discussion-paper 

Institute for Applied Ecology  
The IAE (which, with University of Canberra, supports the Peter Cullen Trust office) has public 
seminars every Friday, 11.30–12.30 (Building 6 level C room 12) on topics of general interest in 
freshwater science and policy. Several Friends of Peter Cullen Trust have been among recent 
speakers. For instance, Tim Fisher, ‘Australia’s water reforms’, on 1 September; and Neil Byron, ‘The 
challenges of being the Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder’, on 6 October.  

This Friday 13 October, ‘Bridges and barriers to adaptive management and adaptive governance: 
The implementation of the Murray-Darling Basin Plan’ may be of interest to Trust people in ACT that 
day. The speaker is Bill Johnson (who was formerly involved in governments’ water management 

http://www.environment.gov.au/water/cewo/investment-framework/discussion-paper
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reform, and now is building community participation in river-system management).  
To find out about future seminars, email IAEAdmin@canberra.edu.au  

University of Canberra  
University of Canberra is now in the top 400 universities in the 2018 World University Rankings, 
announced on 5 September (it was in the top 500 in 2016 and top 600 in 2015). UC is ranked equal 
22 out of 39 Australian universities, and is in the top 2% of universities worldwide. It is also in the 
top 100 universities worldwide under 50 years of age, in the Top 100 Asia–Pacific universities, and 
30th in the world for Gen-Y universities. 

University action needed on sustainability goals 
Professor the Hon John Thwaites with co-authors published this article in The Conversation in early 
September: https://theconversation.com/universities-must-act-now-on-sustainability-goals-83037  

Farmers for Climate Action 
Farmers for Climate Action will be officially launched in Victoria next week, 16 October. The blurb 
says: ‘Australian farmers are on the front line of a changing climate, and Farmers for Climate Action 
is committed to supporting farmers to be part of the climate solution’. Mark Wootton is a member 
of the expert panel at the launch to discuss the challenges and opportunities of climate change and 
what this really means for Victorian farmers. See https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/farmers-for-
climate-action-victorian-launch-tickets-37989224794 
Mark also featured in Farmonline recently: see 
http://www.farmonline.com.au/story/4819161/carbon-the-right-fit-for-jigsaw-
farm/?cs=5393&utm_source=FWTwitter 

Few MP representatives; many threatened species 
Professor Hugh Possingham with eight co-authors published ‘Just ten MPs represent more than 600 
threatened species in their electorates’ in The Conversation in early September; see 
https://theconversation.com/just-ten-mps-represent-more-than-600-threatened-species-in-their-
electorates-83500 

Chairing AEMO expert advisory panel 
Chloe Munro, formerly Chair and Chief Executive of the Clean Energy Regulator, is currently chairing 
the national energy market operator's expert advisory panel. See http://www.smh.com.au/federal-
politics/political-news/top-adviser-urges-coalition-to-end-paralysis-on-clean-energy-target-
20170926-gyp9ou.html. 

Report on NSW management of Murray-Darling Basin water  
Ken Matthews AO, appointed to inquire into allegations of poor compliance and enforcement 
arrangements for water in the NSW Murray-Darling Basin, submitted his interim report for the 
Independent Investigation into NSW Water Management and Compliance to the Secretary of the 
NSW Department of Industry in early September. His statement about it is at: 
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/media/media-releases/2017-media-releases/2017-media-
releases/ken-matthews-statement-on-interim-report  

Planning ahead for a Fellows gathering in NSW in 2018 
Dr Paul Frazier writes: 100% of the group of Armidale Fellows, 
namely Darren Ryder (left, in the photo) and Paul Frazier, have 
met to plan a Fellows networking event for early in 2018. We 
are hoping to host a ‘paddle and share’ networking trip down 
the Bellinger River (near Coffs Harbour) in February 2018. 
Details are yet to be finalised, but we are considering a 
canoeing trip with an overnight cabin stay where Fellows get to 
strengthen their relationships, get a study tour of the river and 
enjoy themselves. 

mailto:IAEAdmin@canberra.edu.au
https://theconversation.com/universities-must-act-now-on-sustainability-goals-83037
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/farmers-for-climate-action-victorian-launch-tickets-37989224794
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/farmers-for-climate-action-victorian-launch-tickets-37989224794
http://www.farmonline.com.au/story/4819161/carbon-the-right-fit-for-jigsaw-farm/?cs=5393&utm_source=FWTwitter
http://www.farmonline.com.au/story/4819161/carbon-the-right-fit-for-jigsaw-farm/?cs=5393&utm_source=FWTwitter
https://theconversation.com/just-ten-mps-represent-more-than-600-threatened-species-in-their-electorates-83500
https://theconversation.com/just-ten-mps-represent-more-than-600-threatened-species-in-their-electorates-83500
http://www.smh.com.au/federal-politics/political-news/top-adviser-urges-coalition-to-end-paralysis-on-clean-energy-target-20170926-gyp9ou.html
http://www.smh.com.au/federal-politics/political-news/top-adviser-urges-coalition-to-end-paralysis-on-clean-energy-target-20170926-gyp9ou.html
http://www.smh.com.au/federal-politics/political-news/top-adviser-urges-coalition-to-end-paralysis-on-clean-energy-target-20170926-gyp9ou.html
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0016/120193/Matthews-interim-report-nsw-water.pdf
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/media/media-releases/2017-media-releases/2017-media-releases/ken-matthews-statement-on-interim-report
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/media/media-releases/2017-media-releases/2017-media-releases/ken-matthews-statement-on-interim-report
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PFAS exposure on ABC Four Corners 
Professor Mark Taylor appeared on the ABC Four Corners program ‘Contamination’, on Monday 
9 October. As reported in earlier BRIDGING editions, Mark has been the NSW Government’s 
independent reviewer investigating the NSW EPA's management of perfluorooctanesulfonic 
acid/perfluorooctane sulfonate (PFOS/PFOA) contaminated sites, especially Williamtown RAAF base. 
His interim and final reports are at: http://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/working-together/community-
engagement/community-news/raaf-williamtown-contamination/williamtown-independent-review  

New role to support adoption of Water Sensitive Cities concepts 
Kim Markwell writes: As a member of E2Designlab, I will be working 2 days a week for the CRC for 
Water Sensitive Cities as the project leader for 'D1.4 – Learning through Demonstration and 
Integration'. I am excited about the opportunity to work in the nexus between research and practice 
to help inspire change and build confidence that Water Sensitive Cities concepts can be, and are 
being, delivered in practice across Australia.  

If you have your own examples of where this is happening, or would like to find out more, I would 
love to hear from you (kim.markwell@crcwsc.com.au). 

New publications and …  
Dr Barbara Robson writes: A couple of my recent publications may be of interest [co-author Fellows 
are in bold font]:  

Robson B.J., Lester R.E., Baldwin D.S., Bond N.R., Drouart R., Rolls R.J., Ryder D.S. & Thompson 
R.M. (2017). Modelling food-web mediated effects of hydrological variability and environmental 
flows. Water research 124, 108–128. 
Rolls R.J., Baldwin D.S., Bond N.R., Lester R.E., Robson B.J., Ryder D.S., Thompson R.M. & Watson 
G.A. (2017). A framework for evaluating food-web responses to hydrological manipulations in 
riverine systems. Journal of Environmental Management 203, 136–150. 

Also, our group has just welcomed a new ecohydrologist, Dr Ashmita Sengupta, who has extensive 
experience working with scarce water resources in Southern California, and has previously worked 
for the World Health Organization, developing strategies for water quality guidelines for use in 
developing countries.  

Another new publication 
Thompson R.M., King A.J., Kingsford R.M & Poff N.L. (2017) Legacies, lags and long‐term trends: 
Effective flow restoration in a changed and changing world. Freshwater Biology.  
DOI: 10.1111/fwb.13029 

More new publications – and a triumph 
Dr Geoff Vietz writes: Some highlights among my publications this year include: 

Russell K., Vietz G.J. & Fletcher T.D. (2017). Global sediment yields from urban and urbanizing 
watersheds. Earth-Science Reviews 168:73–80.  
The most liveable cities and suburbs of the future will have healthy, functioning streams and 
rivers. To achieve this requires understanding how the inputs to streams have changed due to 
urbanization. Understanding altered stormwater is only one side of the story. Streams are also a 
function of sediment inputs. This paper, developed by a PhD student, modifies a model that has 
been internationally recognised for 50 years. It will help to inform the design of cities so that we 
may protect and improve the urban streams of the future. 

Vietz G.J. & Finlayson B.L. (2017). Geomorphological effects of flow alteration on rivers. Water for 
the Environment: From Policy and Science to Implementation and Management (Eds A. Horne, 
A. Webb, M. Stewardson, B.D. Richter, M. Acreman), Academic Press, Massachusetts, United 
States, 736 pages. 
This is a recently published book chapter outlining the various ways in which human modification 
of water systems effects the physical condition of rivers: 

http://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/working-together/community-engagement/community-news/raaf-williamtown-contamination/williamtown-independent-review
http://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/working-together/community-engagement/community-news/raaf-williamtown-contamination/williamtown-independent-review
mailto:kim.markwell@crcwsc.com.au
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Vietz G.J., Lintern A., Webb J.A. & Straccione D. (2017). River bank erosion and the influence of 
environmental flow management. Journal of Environmental Management. 
This paper is from an ongoing study into the use of the Murray-
Darling Basin’s environmental water. It was written in conjunction 
with the Commonwealth Environmental Water Office, and the 
work has been presented in various places including international 
conferences and regional events in 
the Basin. 

PS. I think the thing I am most proud of 
this year is becoming National Masters 
Champion in Mountain Biking at the 
Gold Coast in March at the cross-
country Nationals. I also qualified for a 
World Series gravity enduro race in 
Tasmania in April and came 10th in 
Masters. It’s been a fun year!  

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Article 

Aither leads Australian engagement with Jordan  
on solutions to water scarcity 

By Chris Arnott 

Aither has collaborated with the Australian Water Partnership (AWP) and Australian Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade to develop and implement an innovative water policy dialogue in Jordan.  

The Jordan–Australia WaterGuide Dialogue brought together an Australian and international team, 
including Aither Directors Will Fargher and Chris Arnott (and two Friends of the Peter Cullen Trust), 
and a Jordanian contingent led by Jordanian Minister of Water and Irrigation Dr Hazim El-Naser and 
including senior officials from that and other key ministries, to discuss potential responses to 
Jordan’s water scarcity crisis. Over five days in Amman, Dialogue participants used the WaterGuide 
framework developed by Aither to diagnose water policy and management issues, and identify and 
prioritise practical solutions. 

 
 

Photo, right: Senior officials 
of key Jordanian ministries 
and the Australian and 
international mission team. 
Left to right: Jordanian water 
ministry official, Will Fargher, 
H.E. Eng. Iyad Dahiyat 
(Secretary General, Ministry 
of Water and Irrigation), 
Tony Slatyer, Eng. Susan 
Kilani, H.E. Miles Armitage 
(Australian Ambassador to 
Jordan), Dr Ger Bergkamp, 
Chris Arnott, Dr Rob 
Vertessy. 

http://www.aither.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/HLPW-WaterGuide.pdf
http://www.aither.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/HLPW-WaterGuide.pdf
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Jordan is one of the most water-scarce countries in the world, and its limited water supplies are 
under significant pressure from the effects of population growth, climate change, and the current 
refugee crisis.  

The Government of Jordan increasingly relies on non-renewable 
groundwater resources to meet growing demand, with 
desalination and transboundary water transfer megaprojects 
slated for construction in coming years. Jordan’s National Water 
Strategy 2016–2025 aims to boost water availability per capita 
from 61 to 105 litres/day over ten years, and cut non-revenue 
water from 52% to 30% of total supply, but the challenges that 
stand in the way are considerable.  

As a certified Benefit Corporation (B Corp) and an AWP Partner, 
Aither is committed to leveraging Australian expertise in water policy and management to improve 
outcomes in water-scarce nations around the world, principally by working with governments and 
businesses to change the way scarce water resources are valued for diverse uses. The Jordan–
Australia WaterGuide Dialogue (photo above right) is just one example of how Aither is supporting 
the Australian Government to deliver such value-based and efficiency-enhancing solutions as a 
member of the High Level Panel on Water, convened by the United Nations and World Bank. 

 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Article 

Findings from ‘After Action Reflection’ about the Trust’s  
Women in Water Leadership program 2016 

By Kate MacMaster, Trust Programs Director 

On Friday 28 July, ten participants from the 2016 PCT Women in Water Leadership 
program attended an ‘after action reflection’, hosted at the Bureau of Meteorology in 
Melbourne. The purpose of this reflection was to identify the key learnings these 
participants had derived from the 2016 Women in Water Leadership program, and to 
understand the short-term impacts of the program.  

The process gathered the women’s stories of change, which will contribute to the 
Peter Cullen Trust’s overall strategy of monitoring and evaluating participants’ gains from each 
program.  

Kate MacMaster (PCT Programs Director) facilitated the session. Fellows Susie Williams and Kaye 
Cavanagh were there also, and CEO Tom Mollenkopf attended for a short time to give an 
introduction and welcome. 

Chris Arnott at the ruins of the  
Temple of Hercules, Amman Citadel 

http://www.mwi.gov.jo/sites/en-us/Hot%20Issues/Strategic%20Documents%20of%20%20The%20Water%20Sector/National%20Water%20Strategy(%202016-2025)-25.2.2016.pdf
http://www.mwi.gov.jo/sites/en-us/Hot%20Issues/Strategic%20Documents%20of%20%20The%20Water%20Sector/National%20Water%20Strategy(%202016-2025)-25.2.2016.pdf
http://bcorporation.com.au/community/aither-pty-ltd
http://www.aither.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Aither-ThoughtPiece-ValueBasedWaterMgmt-Feb2017.pdf
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/HLPWater
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During the three hours the participants engaged in: individual reflection (about self, employer 
organisation, the water sector), and paired discussions one-on-one, and storytelling to capture their 
self-awareness ‘before’ and ‘after’ the program. Each participant also identified the ‘most significant 
change’ she had noted, in terms of impact and change after the program, and what more is needed 
in their leadership journeys. Some findings from ‘individual reflection’ and from ‘most significant 
change’ are included below.  

The participants gave these final thoughts on the ‘after action reflection’ session itself: “Re-
energised”; “Really good”; “Refreshed things that were done in the program”; “Supported”; 
“Appreciate each other”; “Reassured – commonality between stories with other people – not alone”; 
“It’s just what I needed right now”; “Good reminder, good timing”.  

Shared reflections 
‘Individual reflection’ asked each person the three top insights or lessons she had gained from the 
Women-in-Water Leadership program, and what happened immediately after the program ended, 
and what is happening in their lives and work now. Here are the commonalities that emerged: 

• Recognising imposter syndrome – and not judging ourselves when we feel it. 
• More confidence in yourself – authentic leadership. 
• Sense of the bigger picture – understanding of your personal values. 
• Self-awareness, understanding self, authentic leadership, understanding our styles and 

impact on others. 
• Importance of personal connections, showing your true self and vulnerabilities and emotion 

and the impact of these on others. 
• It’s a point in time, you notice an immediate impact but you can lose that overtime, and we 

need to identify how we keep reengaging so we don’t lose some of the learnings. 
• Self-awareness, understanding ourselves and impact on others. 
• Confidence in ourselves to provide feedback. 
• Reflecting on how other people may receive communication or need something from us. 

 ‘Most Significant Change’ – through individual stories   
Question - Looking back, what was the most significant change for you? 

And what do you need more of, to help you on your leadership journey? 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Confidence – I had lost confidence since having a child and 
going away from work.   

Need to remind yourself that I can do it and that I am good 
enough. 

Defining my values and 
realising that I need to 
be aligned with them.   

Need to see this group 
more often – I feel so 
safe here and I don’t 
have that elsewhere. 

Confidence in my ability to 
transition between roles, and 
to operate with the peers at a 
higher level. 

I need this group and broader 
network, and being pushed 
outside my comfort zone 
frequently.  
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The full report from the session is available upon request to the Trust office, 
office@petercullentrust.com.au 

  

Feel a responsibility to team, family 
and society to give back.  

Need more trust from management – 
not have to prove myself every time. 

Accept my anxiety and not 
fight against it.  There needs be 
more of this sort of stuff 
(reflection and connection) and 
let others to support me when I 
need it.  

Gathering tools to tread on less 
toes. 

Connection to the group, because 
unless you have that constant 
reminder system, you can easily 
fall into old habits. Repetition. 
Repetition. Repetition. 

Confidence and ok to have my own style; don’t have to fit a 
certain mold.  

Need connection into this group because it is re-motivating and 
reinvigorating and re-centering - the learnings - and being 
outside your comfort zone to learn new skills. 

 

Learnt that I can take on a leadership role and 
trust in my abilities.  The program allows to be 
free and open with emotions, be vulnerable.  

I need structures in place to keep learnings from 
the program in existence. 

Understand the human side of work and relationships – and use that to forgive 
others and to forgive myself for not being perfect and for not doing everything they 
said they would do or what I said I would do.   

Need more of this, seeing everyone brings our experiences back, connection with the group 
to enables you to step back and reflect, and make a plan, and to remind us that it will all 
be ok.  

mailto:office@petercullentrust.com.au
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TRUST PEOPLE IN THIS EDITION    
Fellows (year; sponsor if applicable) 

Dr Anne Poelina – 2011 Fellow 
Lori Gould – 2014 National Water Commission Fellow 
Kim Markwell – 2015 Professor John Langford AM Fellow 
Associate Professor Darren Ryder – 2015 RBC Blue Water Project Fellow 
Dr Heather McGinness – 2015 CSIRO Fellow 
Dr Paul Frazier – 2012 Eco Logical Australia Fellow, and current Board member 
Dan Garlick – 2015 West Gippsland CMA / DELWP Fellow 
Dr Richard Cresswell – 2012 Sinclair Knight Merz Fellow 
Dr Tamara Boyd – 2011 Fellow 
Dr Deborah Nias – 2010 Fellow 
Professor Michael Douglas – 2011 Fellow 
Michael Wrathall – 2016 NSW DPI-Water Fellow  
Dr Clare Taylor – 2010 Fellow 
Professor Ross Thompson – 2014 Institute for Applied Ecology Fellow 
Associate Professor Alison King – 2014 Fellow  
Dr Amber Clarke – 2013 Victoria DEPI Fellow 
Chris Arnott – 2010 Fellow 
Professor Mark Taylor – 2010 Fellow 
Dr Barbara Robson – 2013 CSIRO Fellow 
Dr Geoff Vietz – 2010 River Basin Management Society Fellow 
Susie Williams – 2011 Fellow 
Kaye Cavanagh – 2011 Fellow, and current Board member 
 
 

Friends  

Dr Jane Doolan 
Tom Mollenkopf, CEO 
Chloe Munro 
Professor Nick Schofield 
Mark Pascoe 
David Harriss 
Dr Siwan Lovett 
Professor Barry Hart 
Tim Fisher 
Neil Byron 
Professor the Hon. John Thwaites 
Mark Wootton 
Professor Hugh Possingham 
Ken Matthews AO 
Tony Slatyer 
Dr Rob Vertessy 
Professor John Langford AM (donor) 
Reverend Vicky Cullen (donor) 
 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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